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Convention Is Underway
Hundreds Attend 1st Day While Leadership Meets

Flanked by representatives of Thailand’s Lions clubs and members of the media, International Presi-
dent Mahendra Amarasuriya  cut a flower-laddened ribbon Monday morning to open the 91st Lions
Clubs International Convention at the Impact Center in Bangkok. Prior to the ribbon-cutting, the
international president paid respect to the people of Thailand by bowing at a shrine that has been
erected at the entrance to the Exhibition Hall. After making his brief appearance, Amarasuriya was
whisked back to international headquarters hotel where he spent the rest of the day attending meet-
ings with other international leaders.

Ramaswamy Drops
Out Of V.P. Contest

By Michael H. Schwartz
Public Information & Education

G. Ramaswamy dropped out
of the race for 2nd vice presi-
dent of Lions International
Monday, clearing the way for
an uncontested race for Sid L.
Scruggs III.

Ramaswamy, a past district
governor from Tamil Nadu, In-
dia, announced his decision to
withdraw during a meeting of
the international nominating
committee, which met at the
Shangri-La Hotel in Bangkok.

Immediately afterwards,
Ramaswamy threw his support
for the office to Scruggs and
encouraged the members to
vote the North Carolina Lion
into office.

Election will be held Friday
at the Impact Center. Only cer-
tified delegates will be permit-
ted to vote.

Ramaswamy will be able to
run for international office at
the 2009 convention, which
will be held in the United
States.

Seven announced their deci-
sion to drop out of the 2008
contest, six of whom sought
posts on International Board of
Directors.

Twenty people will be on the
ballot Friday, including 17
seeking election as directors.
Albert Brandel and Eberhard
Wirfs will move up to the of-
fice of president and 1st vice
president.

Decision Clears Path For
Scruggs To Be LCI Officer

Lion Cub
A Big Hit

A nine-month-old Lion
named Tua-Pru drew crowds
Monday as the cub frolicked
around an exhibit for Zoo
Thailand.

Organizers hoped the cute
but powerful cat would encour-
age contributions to the zoo in
order to help with their conser-
vation efforts in Thailand.The
Bangkok zoo is small but is a
popular attraction for tourists
because of its elephants and
wild cats.

A pair of baby leopards that
played on the floor at the feet
of zoo workers also entertained
the crowd.



Members of a traditional Thai dance team prepare to entertain Lions visiting the Exhibition Hall at the 91st Lions Clubs
International Convention.

Kay K. Fukushima, past
president of the International
Association of Lions Clubs,
visited the Exhibition Hall
Monday morning to visit with
delegates and look at the
various exhibits, such as the
display honoring the winners
of the Peace Poster Contest.
Fukushima served as presi-
dent in 2002.

North Carolina Lions Stuart Wooten, District Governor Jimmy Foster, Mazie Foster and
District Governor B.B. (Butch) Oliver walk through the Exhibition Hall after registering as
delegates at international convention.

Herb Justice and Gary Greene (left photo) carry in campaign
supplies for distribution to delegates; Sid Scruggs (above
left) receives words of encouragement from Past International
President Giuseppe Grimaldi; Past International President
Ashok Mehta (above right) congratulates Scruggs; and Lion
Judy Scruggs (right photo) finds a moment for laughter dur-
ing a very long day of meetings with her husband.


