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It takes hundreds of people to organize and work at the North Carolina Lions VIP Fishing Tournament held
on the Outer Banks each October. Just a few of the volunteers are pictured here in front of the Manteo
gymnasium. (Mike Schwartz photo)

The Little German Band will perform at the NC Lions convention in
Raleigh in May during the family fun night.

Lion Eberhard Wirfs , the
1st vice president of Li-
ons Clubs International,

will be the honored guest
speaker at the 2009 North
Carolina Lions State Conven-
tion.

The 86th annual conven-
tion will be held at the North
Raleigh Hilton April 30-May 3.

If you are planning to at-
tend the event, you will no-

North Carolina Lions
Convention Preview

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

tice that the regular conven-
tion schedule has changed.
That is because the conven-
tion will be combined with the
quarterly Council of Gover-
nors’ and North Carolina Li-
ons Foundation meetings,
which are normally held on
the first weekend in May.

State Convention Chair-
person Herbert A. Justice
stated that holding multiple
meetings on the same week-
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Deaf woman wins the
$10,000 golf ball drop
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Editor
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By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

The director of the NC
Division of Services for
the Blind says she ex-

pect cuts in their budget to
have a minimal impact in
state health programs.

Director Debbie Jack-
son  said departments
across North Carolina have
trimmed their budgets in
compliance with an order by
Governor Mike Easley .

Cuts hurt
services for
NC’s VIPs

Thanks to a Lion with a
kind heart, a deaf
woman who was a

former student and now a co-
worker can get a companion
dog.

Lion Allen Aldridge  of the
Manteo Lions  Club bought a
golf ball in the name of Beth
Wood without her knowledge.
Imagine her shock when she
got a call using a special tele-
phone telling her she had won
$10,000.

Aldridge knew she was
trying to find the money to
get a service dog. She has
been accepted in the Canine
Companion for Indepen-
dence program. They will
provide the dog and the train-
ing but she must get to Santa
Rosa, CA, and pay for her
lodging and expenses for the
several weeks she will be
there.

As a single mom, she
doesn’t have extra money.
Her children are now in col-
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Working Together We Can Make a Difference

Jim
Walker

With the Thanksgiving season
behind us and the Christmas
holidays bearing down on us,

we have so much for which to be thank-
ful.

I am especially thankful
for family and my extended
Lions family. It was because
of one that I found the other.

It is my family, my mom
and dad, who taught me the
value of giving my time.
They didn’t just tell me to
give back to my community

or to others -- they set the example. I
learned as a young child what it was by
watching my daddy, who was an elec-
tric welder, go out in the cold at mid-
night after he had worked all day be-
cause a farmer had a piece of equip-
ment break down. Everyone in the com-
munity knew he could fix anything and
he was called on often.

He never charged. He said, “Pass
it on.”

During the summer when the
Middlesex Orphanage brought children
to visit the community and church,
mama always found room for two or
three children. Afterall, there were five
of us children and what was two or three
more to feed?” she would ask.

She never complained.
One Christmas my friend’s mother

was in the hospital and there was
nowhere for her to spend Christ-
mas. My parents opened their
hearts and home and she spent
the Christmas school vacation
with us. They saw to it that Santa
came to see her the same as us.

During revival, visiting preach-
ers always stayed with us. Mama
would go to church on Sunday
with five children and come home
with 10. We all brought home a
friend to play until time to go back
to church that night.

We were taught in church to
tithe our money each Sunday and
if we said we didn’t have any
money, she’d say, “Tithe your
time.” We did.
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These past several months have
been quite interesting as well as
productive as we have been work-

ing together to make a difference. Our
new Camp Dogwood DVD is almost

complete and should be
in the mail to all social
workers for the blind by
early January 2009.

Each district Camp
Dogwood chairperson
has also been sent a copy
of the application for
Camp Dogwood and has
been asked to share it

with their district’s social workers and
answer any questions they may have.

I have spoken with Debbie Jack-
son , the director of the NC Division of
Services for the Blind, who will be re-
minding these social workers about
Camp Dogwood applications going out

in January and encouraging them to
provide help as needed in completing
them. Those wonderful summer weeks
at Camp Dogwood will be here before
we know it. Counselor applications are
currently being accepted and reviewed.

Our ad hoc committee for the Deaf/
Blind Retreat visited Camp Dogwood
during the Deaf/Blind Retreat weekend
and has submitted a report recommend-
ing that we continue to help with this
retreat. Their suggestions have been
forwarded to our budget committee for
review and consideration.

A second ad hoc committee, charg-
ed with exploring opportunities to find
grant funds from corporations and/or
other charitable organizations, is con-
tinuing to pursue their goal.

Great news! Camp Dogwood has
been elevated into the age of technol-
ogy! Our facility is finally Internet wire-
less from the top of the hill down to the
lodge and in all dormitory rooms. This

will be a wonderful asset for many
of our campers, as well as for in-
dividuals who use our facility.

Based on good news that we
heard at many district fall conven-
tions, the Lions across our state
are working diligently, despite our
slow economics, to raise White
Cane funds and sell Camp Dog-
wood raffle tickets. This is evident
by the exciting news that our total
amounts are greater now than
they were at this time last year.
Thank you, fellow Lions, for roll-
ing up your sleeves and working
up a sweat, so that we may con-
tinue to provide needed services
in our communities.

During the next six months, I
would like to challenge each club
to assess the needs in your area
and renew your commitment to liv-
ing by our motto of serving oth-
ers. Many, many thanks for all you
have done and will continue to do
in the coming new year.n

Every day we are bombarded by
negative news, stocks and bonds
prices falling, companies going

out of business, layoffs and increasing
prices. It does not take long
before we begin looking at
everything with the same
negative view.

Stop and think. Do you
hear people saying, “We
can’t get any new mem-
bers, we will not be able to
meet any of our goals and

no one will support our fundraisers.”
If we keep repeating those state-

ments we might begin to believe it.
How quickly and easily it is to for-

get how many blessings we have. With
all its problems, we still live in the great-
est country on earth.

Our standard of living is envied by
millions of people around the world. We
have the freedom to express our ide-
als, to worship as we please and to
travel across the nation unobstructed.
Most importantly we belong to the great-
est service organization in the world.

Lions are an extraordinary group of

individuals. We believe in helping
others and making a difference in
our community, our state and our
nation. Our service is given qui-
etly, without asking for or expect-
ing recognition.

It is easy to find reasons why
an ideal will not work, but it is
much harder to look for ways to
make it successful.

The choice is yours. Will you
succumb to the negative or will
you look for ways to overcome the
obstacles and continue our ser-
vice to others?

Let’s continue to be leaders
and turn the negative thoughts
into positive statements.n



By Gary Greene
Council Chairman

Chairman's Corner...
....Proud to be a Lion!

OFFICAL  NOTIFICA TION

Hilton North Raleigh n  Raleigh, NC

          Friday, February 13

Official Notification
February NCLF Board of Directors Meeting

February State Council Meeting

A block of rooms is being held at the rate of $92.00 per night
plus tax until January 14, 2009. Reservations may be made
by calling the hotel at 919-872-2323. Please use Group Code
NCL in order to receive the special rate.

1:00 p.m.     Executive Committee
2:00 p.m.     State Convention Committee
7:00 p.m.     State Council Caucus

Saturday, February 14
 9:00 a.m.     State Council Meeting
1:00 p.m.     Promotions Committee Meeting

Sunday, February 15
 8:30 a.m.    Devotions
 9:00 a.m.    Board of Directors MeetingGary

Greene
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An elderly VIP asked me
on the Outer Banks Pier
during the recent VIP

Fishing Tournament, “Are you
a Lion?”

“Yes I am,” I re-
plied.

He placed his
left hand around
my right arm and
said, “Well Lion, I
want you to know
how much I appre-
ciate what you do
here. It’s wonderful

for us to interact with other
VIPs.”

I was helping take tackle off
the returned fishing rods, but
suddenly, the immediacy of that
task melted away. During our
conversation, he never asked
my name. He simply wanted to
speak with a Lion. He said he
didn’t catch any fish, but he was
fine with that. He enjoyed the
day immensely. He would catch
fish next year, he said.

He was definitely a fan of
Lions. Later that same week, I

was working the ticket
booth for my home Lions
club in Hamlet during our
annual county fair. Three
people came to the booth
for tickets and said how
much they appreciated
how low we kept the
prices.

I asked them if they
knew that the fair was
sponsored by the Lions
club and they admitted that
they did not. “Every dime
we make goes to help our
community and the visu-
ally impaired,” I said. The
three of them lit up and
said that they would al-
ways support our fair and
would return with their
friends next year.

They became new
fans of Lions.

During September’s
USA/Canada Lions Lead-
ership Forum, a conversa-
tion I was enjoying with a
past international presi-
dent turned to the subject
of the lack of publicity for
Lions clubs. He and I

agreed that we don’t have
sufficient publicity because
of the type of people at-
tracted to join Lions Clubs.

We don’t become Lions
for the public relations glory
and and we don’t become Li-
ons for awards and getting
our photos into the newspa-
per. We join Lions so that we
can be actively engaged in
the services we provide. Li-
ons practice hands-on help.
We are fans of service.

I strongly believe our
mission is a noble one. But
we are not the royalty of the
court; we are the servants of
the court. The royalty we
serve are our VIPs who are
treated to events such as the
VIP Fishing Tournament. The
royalty we serve also in-
cludes people in our local
communities who enjoy our
local events.

Additionally, the dollars
we raise that go toward eye
research and other state and
national services aid our roy-
alty in nations around the
world — more than 200.

Isn’t it wonderful to be a
Lion? Today, please invite
someone in your community
to become a fan of Lionism.n

Do I carry a light heart
wherever I go?

Do I have a smile in my
heart that is heard in my
voice?

Do I explore all the ways
I could bring fun to a task?

Am I choosing playful-
ness?

Sometimes you can
make someone’s day simply
by the way you engage them.

Ask yourself:
Whose day can I make

today?
How can I live my life to-

day to be an inspiration to
others?

Have I treated myself to
the good feelings generated
by serving others?

Ron Supinger, a past district governor from District 31-C and now in
District 31-A, left, accepted a William L. Woolard Partner-in-Service
award for William Rand at the District 31-A Fall Convention. Also
receiving the prestigious award were Marcia Henderson, Clarence
Parker, and John Lockland that was accepted by Donald Shank. Also
receiving an award but who was not present to accept it was Rhonda
Warren. (Gwen White photo)

Lions receive Woolard awards

Celebrate and honor someone at this
special time by giving an

honorarium.

Lions ask
about your
attitude??

By Ron Supinger
District 31-A

District 31-A presented five Jack Stickley Fellowships at their fall
convention to recognize outstanding service. Accepting the honors were
from left: Joe Elkins, Helen Travathon, Robert Tomlinson, Frances
Coates, and James Hughes. (Gwen White photo)

Am I open to letting
someone make my day?

Be There: Bringing con-
sciousness, body, and spirit
into the same space is a gift
to yourself and the world.

Do I give undivided atten-
tion freely?

Do we have a protocol for
dealing with interruptions?

Have I reminded myself
today of how good it feels to
be listened to?

Am I listening to people
with the single purpose of
hearing what they have to
say?

Attitude: The attitude you

have right now is the one you
are choosing. Choose as if
the quality of your life de-
pends on it, for it actually
does, moment to moment.

Ask yourself:
What attitudes do I want

in my life more often?
What attitudes do I want

to avoid?
Am I aware that some-

times a choice of an attitude
can influence how I feel in the
future?

What are the attitudes I
am choosing right now?

Lions let’s choose to
serve with a healthy attitude!
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Everyone had a great
time from the water
front, swimming,

crafts, churning ice cream
and the usual great food
greeted those deaf/blind
whom we serve.

After meeting many of
the repeat campers last year
Lion Penny Rummel  and I
noticed how many had fail-
ing health and motor skills

and communica-
tion was becom-
ing a real prob-
lem.

Frustration
was high for
some and isola-
tion was a fact of
life for most in

the deaf and blind commu-
nity. Cheerful faces were
hard to come by, at first.

After a short time most
relaxed and enjoyed their
days at camp. Meeting Lions
was a thrill for most. The
thank you’s were every-
where for the Lions and the
Camp Dogwood facility.
There was one first-time
camper that would soon be
crowned “Queen of Camp.”

For the Camp Queen,
Ms. O’Neil, this was a
strange time. It was her first
encounter with others who
were deaf and blind. She too
has Ushers Syndrome. It
seemed to strip her enthusi-
asm for life and was dramati-
cally changing her life.

She had worked all of her
adult life and had an inde-
pendent life style. Her atti-
tude changed when she saw
how many people were like
her, yet they worked every
day to maintain a positive
outcome in spite of their ail-
ments.

The camp was inspira-
tional and opened her mind
to what is possible with a little
help. This weekend inspired
her to go back to work with a
new attitude and she found
what was missing after her
diagnosis was uncovered.
She agreed that there is life
after a diagnosis of Ushers.

O’Neil shared knowledge

with others and learned as
well about her condition. She
participated in all of the ac-
tivities, learned about the
tools she might need to aid
her as the Syndrome wors-
ened for her. She was on the
waterfront, on the boats,
making ice cream and the
dance was amazing as she
gradually started to resume
her zest of life. She danced
the night away with every-
one.

So excited to be crowned
the queen, she wept and told
her story publicly. She told
how depressed she was and
that she did not want to go to
camp. “It would not be for
me,” she thought. After en-
couragement and coaxing
she agreed to leave the
safety of her home and ven-
ture out.

The last night at the
dress-up dance, she said
that Camp Dogwood had
meant so much to her, the
people and SSP’s (care-giv-
ers and interpreters), the new
Lions and friends she made
had changed her life in a
positive way. “Camp Dog-
wood  touched my heart like
nothing has in a very long
time,” she said. “I smiled and
laughed too for the first time
in a very long while. Next
year, I will return again.”

A report prepared by
committee chairman Lion
Harvey Whitley , former
NCLF president, said that
this is a worthwhile project for
the NCLF and well within our
scope of Lions services

Whitley wrote, “In Au-
gust, NCLF President Jim
Walker  appointed an ad hoc
committee to evaluate the
level of support that NCLF
has with the deaf-blind re-
treat held annually at Camp
Dogwood.  Through the
years, various levels of sup-
port have been rendered.
This year, NCLF provided
room and board at Lions club
rates with an additional
$3,000 grant provided from
a special bequest (not from
White Cane funds).

“To provide insight into
the operation of the retreat,
three of our four committee

creases as the child grows
older, and may result in com-
plete blindness by midlife.

The syndrome is named
for Charles Usher, a British
eye doctor, who was the first
to recognize that this condi-
tion was inherited and to em-
phasize the hereditary aspect
of the disease. Usher’s report
appeared in 1914.

Currently, there is no spe-
cific treatment for persons
with Ushers syndrome or RP.
Genetic studies of RP are a
significant factor in finding a
cure or prevention of this dis-
ease.

The best treatment de-
pends on early identification.
The exact nature of these
educational programs de-
pends on the severity of the
hearing and vision impair-
ments as well as the age and
abilities of the individual.

Typically, people with
Usher syndrome benefit from
adjustment and career coun-
seling; access to technology
such as hearing aids, listen-
ing devices or cochlear im-
plants; orientation and mobil-
ity training; and communica-
tion services and indepen-
dent living training that may
include Braille instruction, low
vision services, or auditory
training.

Retinitis Pigmentosa,
describes not one disease
but a group of hereditary dis-
eases of the retina. The retina
is the light sensitive tissue in-
side the eye in which the first
stages of “seeing” take place.
With RP the retina slowly de-
generates and loses its abil-

ity to transmit pictures to the
brain.

In advanced stages,
characteristic clumps of pig-
ment appear on the retina
and can be seen through an
ophthalmoscope. The first
symptom to appear in RP is
night blindness. This may
also be coupled with difficulty
in adapting to bright light or
rapidly changing light condi-
tions.

Difficulty with dark adap-
tation can occur in childhood,
and although it may be no-
ticed it is seldom attributed
to RP.

Social isolation, uncer-
tainty about employment, the
emotional reaction of friends
and family and facing an un-
known future make it hard for
a young person to adjust.
The youngster often faces
these difficulties with little
constructive help from the
many professionals who may
be consulted. They are for-
tunate if they find anyone
who truly understands Usher
syndrome.

An Usher syndrome di-
agnosis  poses many prob-
lems. The reaction of friends
and family can largely deter-
mine how the victim will
handle the future.n

26th Deaf/Blind Retreat held at Camp Dogwood
By Ken Bucher

Staff Writer

Ken
Bucher

Photos by
Ken Bucher and
Penny Rummel

members attended this
year’s retreat to observe and
ask questions of the partici-
pants and leaders,” Whitley
said.

“Each of us came away
with a sense that a great ser-
vice is being performed and
the committee unanimously
supports the event and feels
that it should be supported by
NCLF.”

The committee also rec-
ognizes that the Camp Dog-
wood staff does not have the
special training needed to
handle the retreat. It is best
left to those who are certified
to work with the deaf-blind
community, the report said.

The NCLF executive and
budget committees will be
looking for funding possibili-
ties to help.

Most of the deaf/blind
suffer from complications of
diabetes or Ushers Syn-
drome. It is devastating on an
individual’s quality of life.
Ushers syndrome is a form
of Retinitis Pigmentosa also
with associated deafness.

Ushers Syndrome is the
cause of approximately 10
percent of all hereditary deaf-
ness, with deafness existing
at birth or developing soon
afterward. The eye symp-
toms appear later, usually by
age 10, and start with night
blindness. Visual acuity de-

Campers participated in crafts.

Deaf/blind campers arrive at Camp Dogwood for the 26th annual
retreat.

An interpreter signs in the hand of
a deaf/blind person.
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If  you haven’t heard about
it yet, you will! After an ini-
tial meeting at the Interna-

tional Convention in Thailand,
and two days of intense dis-
cussion and training at LCI
headquarters in Oak Brook,

the Global Mem-
bership Team is
poised to con-
front the chal-
lenges and ex-
plore the oppor-
tunities that will
lead to member-
ship growth in
our association.

Using a col-
laborative team approach and
relying heavily on existing
structures including our Mem-
bership, Extension, Reten-
tion, and Leadership (MERL)
teams, International Presi-
dent Al Brandel  has asked 41
experienced Lions leaders
from around the world to
make a three-year commit-
ment to the program with re-
appointment each year at the
discretion of the incoming in-
ternational president.

Each of these appointees
will work one-on-one with dis-
trict governors, and will com-
municate and cooperate with
multiple district and district
MERL teams in developing
and implementing member-
ship growth plans that ad-
dress unique area needs.

PID Roy Barnette is the
Global Membership Team

Leader for Multiple District’s
12,18,30,31,32,34,35.  Each
multiple district was asked to
appoint a Lion to serve as
their chairperson. Each dis-
trict governor was asked to
appoint a Lion to serve as a
district chairperson.

I was appointed to serve
as North Carolina’s chairper-
son. Barnette and Butler will
be working closely with each
district governor and state
Membership Chairperson
Gene Everette ;  Extension
Chairperson Larry Gasper-
son ; Retention Chairperson
Harvey Whitley ; and Lead-
ership Chairperson Bob
Shook.

Together they will work
with the district chairpersons
and the district MERL team
to develop and implement
membership growth and re-
tention plans that will help
the clubs in membership
growth and retention. They
will also work to grow mem-
bership through extension
and leadership training.

The following statistics
will give a better understand-
ing of our state and some of
the challenges we face:

We began the Lions’
year July 1, with 8,869 mem-
bers and at the end of July
the state had 8,816 mem-
bers. At the end of August,
we had 8,774 members. At
the end of September, the
numbers were 8,781. We
ended October with 8,815.

We have gained two new

Lion Joe Silvers  looked the part of  the Roaring 20’s with the women surrounding him. He was the auctioneer
at a fundraiser and the costumes brought smiles to the faces of people bidding. They raised more than
$60,000 for the Buncombe County charity.

What is the global membership team?
By Martha Butler

MD 31 Chairperson
clubs (one each in Districts
G and E), reorganized one
club, have six clubs on sta-
tus quo, have 63 charter
members, 263 new mem-
bers, reinstated seven mem-
bers and transferred  20
members, for a total of 353
members added.

Since July 1, we as a
multiple district dropped or
lost 407 members. We have
71 members on status quo
for a total of 8,815. These
numbers tell us that we
ended October with a state-
wide loss of 54 members.

In the next issue of “The
Lion  Advocate,”   we will try
to give a better report of how
our state is responding to the
challenges we face.

As International Global
Membership Team Chairman
Mike Butler  so eloquently
stated, “It’s time to draw a line
in the sand and say, we won’t
lose any more members.
This is as far as we go. From
this point on everything is go-
ing to be positive.”

He also said, “I have
been a Lion for over 35 years
and I can truly say – this plan
will work—with your help”.

As loving individuals of-
fering needed services,
please join me, the district
governors, the state MERL
team, the district GMT chair-
persons, and the district
MERL team in drawing our
line in the sand and growing
membership in North Caro-
lina.n

Martha
Butler

In a bulletin dated Sept.14,
1964, to the Denton Li-
ons  Club in District 31-

E, then President Jerry
Bates  wrote this President’s
Paragraph:

“Two weeks ago, I voted
to close down the Denton
Lions Club!

“I voted to discontinue a
club to which many men
have given their time and ef-
fort to promote community
betterment for the past
twenty years.

“I voted to close down a
meeting place where Lions
dine together, laugh together
and work together.

“I voted to close down
the world’s largest civic or-
ganization.

“I voted to discontinue
the summer recreation pro-
gram, the beauty pageant,
the White Cane broom sale,
even the bulletin you are
reading.

“I voted to abandon the
blind people in our commu-
nity.

“You see, I could have
attended my Lions club’s
meeting two weeks ago, but
I stayed away.

“And if every member

had done the same, there
would be no Denton Lions
Club,” Bates wrote.

Because of
the leadership
abilities and in-
spiration of
Bates and those
who follow his
example, the
services pro-
vided by Denton
Lions Club has

not been discontinued. This
club is alive and well.

They are 41 members
strong as of October 2008.
They are the lifeline for the
services Lions offer to those
in need within the Denton
community.

In these troubling finan-
cial times, we need healthy
clubs and committed Lions
just like  Bates with great pas-
sion to serve others and to
lead an mentor other Lions.

As Christmas approach-
es, remember the commit-
ment that we, as Lions made,
after Helen Keller spoke
those many years ago to the
North Carolina Lions to serve
the blind and visually im-
paired in our state.

Where is your vote to-
day? Are you committed to
your communiy?n

Check: Is your Lions Club
ready for troubling times?

By Penny Rummel
Staff Writer

Penny
Rummel

Rich Davis, left, Camp Dogwood chairman for District 31-B and a
member of the Sherrills Ford Branch Club, was surprised with a Melvin
Jones Fellowship at the district’s fall convention. District Governor
Jerry Mertz, right, gave the award that was presented by International
Director Ed Lecius. (Photo by Gary Greene)
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The Lion’s year is a third
done and much has
been accomplished by

the Lions clubs in District
31-A and much more needs
to be done for us to consider
it an A+ year indicative of our
name.

So let’s look at how we
are doing from the perspec-
tive of the four key param-
eters of our Everyday He-
roes International Program;
Hands on Service, Team-
work, Advocacy and Lead-
ership.

Hands on Service  – In
both fund raising as well as
serving those in need we are
gaining ground in interacting
directly with those we serve.
Most notable is the increase
in Vision Van visits to our dis-
trict thanks primarily to the
addition of the 10 new Lions
cubs from District 31-C
when it dissolved.

In 2007-2008, the Vision
Van visited District 31-A four
times. It is already sched-
uled for 11 visits in 2008-
2009. The number of  vol-
unteers from our district to
the VIP Fishing Tournament
also increased this year to
nearly 20.

And, many clubs in the
district are sponsoring VIP
holiday parties to share fel-
lowship with those we serve.
However, there are numer-

ous other opportunities for
“Hands on Service” by the Li-
ons for our communities.  Re-
member, providing service is
more than just writing a
check.

Teamwork -- There have
been several examples of
clubs teaming up to expand
the number of people served.
It is recognized that a club of
10-20 members is limited in
what it can do toward com-
munity service. For example,
a club of 10 members cannot
easily support a Vision Van
visit by itself. But, with the as-
sistance of a neighboring
club, this service can be pro-
vided.

This was the case this
year by the Forest City  and
Chase Lions  and the Hend-
ersonville  and Hen-
dersonville Evening Lions.
The Shelby  and Shelby
Community Lions  teamed
up for a barbecue fundraiser.

The clubs in Zone 11,
Boiling S prings, Chase,
Forest City , Lake Lure, and
Rutherford ton , annually
team up for a Christmas party

We in District 31-D
have been blessed
through the years

with Lions who have distin-
guished themselves, and
made our district look good in
many ways.

Even though PID Lacy
Presnell  is now a member of
Raleigh Host Lions  Club, he
started his Lions career as a
member of the Asheboro Li-
ons  Club; and he was district
governor of District 31-D in
1968-1969.

PDG John Howell of the
Oakview Lions  Club, was
president of the North Caro-
lina Lions Foundation  in

1984-1985. Now we are for-
tunate to have another Lion
who is interested in becom-
ing president of the Founda-
tion, PDG Stewart W ooten
of the Asheboro Lions Club.

Wooten served as district
governor in 2000-2001, and
did an excellent job, and he
has served in several capaci-
ties on the Foundation level.
He is not new to the Lions in
this state, and we need to
support him in his endeavors.

District 31-D Mid-Winter
Convention will be Jan. 23-
24, 2009, at the Greensboro
Airport Marriott. This is the
same location as in past
years. Vice District Governor
Dave Osborne,  has planned
what may prove to be the
most fun convention ever.

For Friday Fun Night, he
has arranged to have the
three-time National Hollering
Contest winner to tell us
about what that entails. He
has appeared on the Letter-
man show, and traveled
North Carolina putting on pro-
grams for different civic
clubs. This person is, also, a
very accomplished vocalist,
and will entertain us with his
singing.

We will have a silent auc-
tion on Friday Fun Night, with
the proceeds going to Jack
Stickley Fellowships.

At the Saturday morning
Tail Twisters Breakfast, the
tail twisters will do their usual
fun things, and sell tickets for
give-away prizes. Those
funds will go to support clini-
cal eye research.

There will be informative
seminars Saturday, as well
as the third cabinet meeting
where the next district gov-
ernor and both vice district
governors will be elected.

The speaker for the Dis-
trict Governor’s Banquet Sat-
urday night will be Interna-
tional Director Wayne Davis.

We are beginning to
get into this Lions
year. Dixie  and I

had a great visit to Leader
Dog which was founded in
1938 by three Lions.

If you ever get to go it will
be an experience you will
nev- er forget. I am sure all
the other guide dog schools
are equally as good, but
Leader Dog will also be spe-
cial to us.  The puppies are
bred there and people across
the country can “adopt” a
puppy to raise for 12 to 14
months.

The puppies are raised
with love and discipline and
then returned to Leader  Dog.
The trainers work with them
so they will become excellent
guide dogs for the visually
impaired. They go through a
four-month training that in-
cludes taking them downtown
where, adorned with a har-
ness, they actually lead a per-
son in a high traffic area.

I cannot say enough a-
bout the trainers and all the
employees we met. It was in-
teresting to learn that not only
the CEO of Leader Dog but
most of the trainers are Lions.
We were also taught the cor-
rect way to approach and as-
sist a blind person so they
can keep their dignity and be
treated with respect. The

District 31-B recently
had a very success-
ful fall convention, at-

tended by more than 100 Li-
ons and guests. International
Director Ed Lecius  and his

wife Elaine  were our featured
and entertaining guests.
Coming to us from New
Hampshire, they were a wel-
come addition to our banquet
night.

I recently returned from
the USA-Canada Forum in
Saskatoon, Canada. There
was a lot of good training and
interesting seminars.

Our district White Cane
contributions are leading the
state. Many thanks to the
clubs that have contributed so
far. Special thanks to District
Chair Mike Reid  for his great
programs and efforts in rais-
ing awareness of the impor-
tance of this money.

Please see MERTZ on Page 23
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Alex Thannikkary

Jerry Day

By Jerry Day
31-G District Governor
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By Alex Thannikkary
31-J District Governor

October has always
been the busiest
month for District

31-J.  This is the month
where we hold our VIP Fish-
ing Tournament on the Outer
Banks.

This is also the most ful-
filling month for all the Lions
of North Carolina. The Lions
are truly the “Knights of the
Blind”. I congratulate Lion
Gwen White  and her com-
mittee for the excellent job.
More than 500 registered
VIP’s and guests had their
dreams come true. The Lion
volunteers are at their best
when it comes to serving.

Three days of events
ended quickly.  It was fun for
all of us watching the action,
seeing the excitement and
participating in the entertain-
ments.

 The food was delicious.
This year the weather was
extremely pleasant and com-
fortable. I suggest that all Li-
ons clubs should bring their
banners and hang them in
the banquet hall to show
their support.

The 2nd International
Vice President Sid Scruggs
III and his wife Judy were
there along with Past Inter-
national Directors Lacy M.
Presnell Jr . and Howard
Stallings.   I also thank all the

My first trip to the VIP
Fishing Tournament
was truly one to re-

member. I had no clue what
to expect. The weather could
not have been more perfect.

The volunteers’ first task
for the day was setting up the
tables and chairs to create the
dining area. The kitchen staff
was superb preparing meals
that were fantastic.  Organi-
zation was the key that kept

everyone moving expedi-
tiously through the lines at
meal time and elsewhere
during the three days at the
Outer Banks. Lion Gwen
White  and her many volun-
teers are to be commended.

I was assigned to the
Avalon Pier where the VIPs’
caught lots of fish, mostly
small, but those who were
fishing did not care so long
as they could pull one in. It
was a sight to see the excite-
ment on their faces and hear
the squeals of joy when they
brought that fish over the rail.

Local fishermen re-
marked, “Should have been
here yesterday.” Boy, have I
heard that before. What a re-
warding experience! I’ll be
back next year – big fish, little
fish or no fish!

District 31-H has gotten
off to a good start with mem-
bership on the rise. We have
a new North Brunswick
Branch Club sponsored by
the Southport Lions Club.
Many thanks to Southport for
their leadership. North
Brunswick will soon be a
chartered club.

Mid-winter convention
planning is heavy on our
minds. District 31-H is the
host for the multi-district con-
vention for Districts G, H, and
J. We are fortunate to have
Lions Carlton  and Anne
Metts as co-chairs of this
event being held at the
Sheraton Grand Hotel, New
Bern, on Jan. 9-10, 2009.
You are invited to join us at
this fun event at the water’s
edge.

Visiting with clubs has
many rewards. I have seen
first hand how clubs can dif-
fer greatly, but come to the
same result; making “Mira-
cles Through Service” hap-
pen in the community, our
nation, and the world. I am
very proud of the work Lions
are doing in District 31-H.
Keep up the good work!n

As the Christmas and
New Year season ap
proaches the council of

governors have started
something new. If we all work
diligently I believe it will make
Christmas more joyous to Li-
ons and others across the
state.

With the help and talent
of Lion Joanie Covell,  wife
of District 31-A Governor
Mike Covell, , a holiday card
has been printed. The cards
are ready for dissemination
from your governors. Give a
$50 contribution to the NC Li-
ons Foundation and receive
a package of 20 cards.

The message reads,

“Blessings and Peace. In lieu
of a commercial holiday
greeting card, I have made a
contribution in your honor to
the North Carolina Lions
Foundation.”

Our membership is de-
creasing and budgets are get-
ting tighter. If you think you
aren’t being more crowded fi-
nancially, review your income
and expenditures.

Do you have as much dis-
cretionary money as you had
in the recent past? Can you
spend on all items without
stopping and thinking about
it?

Whatver is affecting your
spending habits are affecting
NCLF also. These cards are
not for sale. However, if you
will donate $50 to the NCLF
we will give you a box of these
original cards not available in
any store at any price. Do
yourself and Lions a favor.
Make a contribution.n

There will no doubt be
much discussion about
the recently completed

NC Lions VIP Fishing Tour-
nament in this edition of The
Lion Advocate .

I guess I’m no exception,
but I’d like you to consider
the event from a little differ-
ent perspective and the im-
plications for Lionism in
North Carolina.

That perspective is the
sense of purpose and unity
among the host clubs, Lions,
and volunteers who were a
part of the event. Lions from
all over the state came to-
gether to make the event a
success -- with great leader-
ship from the host clubs.

Clearly when we Lions
join together for a purpose,
we’re a formidable force. So
this joining together for a pur-
pose is routine for us, right?
Really now, success breeds
success, doesn’t it? And
there are similarly success-
ful inter-club, inter-district
events throughout the state.

I submit that there are
many, many successful indi-
vidual club events. The
Fayetteville Massey Hill Li-
ons  Club’s annual oyster
roast and the Sanford Lions
Club’s Regional Fair, both in
my district, are great ex-
amples. But, multi-club or
regional successes are
pretty rare. And why? I be-

lieve it is because we tend as
Lions clubs to be community
oriented, concentrating our
energies on our respective
concerns.

And that’s fine. It’s an im-
portant, necessary element of
club life. But as shown above
there are dramatic benefits
when we join forces to ac-
complish a task.

So let me suggest that we
both celebrate and take a les-
son from the VIP Tournament.
While attending to our own
clubs’ needs, let’s take some
time to visit and get to know
some of our neighbor
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PDG Ivy Iverson  is im-
pressive with his en-
ergy and enthusiasm

and passion for Lions work.
This sometimes gets him

in trouble with other Lions
and clubs when he talks too
long, but it is true, just listen
to his presentation of the LCI
Peace Poster contest or
Camp Dogwood volunteers
and you can feel his passion
for the projects.

Iverson was
selected the first
“Entrepreneur of
the Year” in 1983
by the Greater
Raleigh Chamber
of Commerce. He
was also the
receipient of their

Centennial Award in 1992. Li-
ons are fortunate that he has
devoted his considerable tal-
ents to Lions work over his
many years of service to oth-
ers in need.

Iverson was born in Min-
nesota and served in the US
Air Force for four years. He
graduated from Kent State
University and has been mar-
ried for 48 years to Janet .
They have two sons.

After seven years as an
industrial engineer with BF
Goodrich Company in Akron,
Ohio, he was personnel di-
rector for three other compa-
nies. He and his family
moved to Raleigh in 1973
and he transferred his Lions’
membership to the North Ra-
leigh Lions Club.

He opened United Rent-
All and it became a success-
ful business venture. The

American Rental Associa-
tion, named Iverson “Rental
Man of the Year” in 1985. He
sold this business in 1995
and retired. As he has for the
past 40 years, he continues
to spend a lot of time pursu-
ing his passion, his Lion ac-
tivities.

Since becoming a Lion in
Batavia, NY, and then the
North Raleigh Club, Iverson
has served as president on
three occasions, and held
most offices at the club,
zone, region and district lev-
els.

He was state chairman of
Youth Exchange, vice district
governor twice, District 31-
G governor twice and has
also served several terms on
the North Carolina Lions
Foundation  Board of Direc-
tors.

He is currently serving as
district chairman of the Lions
International Peace Poster
contest and last year was
state and district chairperson
of Volunteers for the NCLF.

Iverson believes that
peace must start with our
youth.  “All nations must work
together to keep this world
peaceful,” he said. “If there
is peace in the world, we can
progress and live in har-
mony.”

He encourages Lions
clubs to help further the ef-
fort of world peace by volun-
teering to order a Peace
Poster iit from Lions Interna-
tional club supplies for only
$10 each.

Then take it to schools,
Boy or Girl Scout organiza-
tions, Boys or Girls clubs, or
any church of your choice.

Speak with the principal,
leaders or pastors about this
contest. Tell them you want
to sponsor a Lions Peace
Poster contest in their school,
organization or church If it is
a school, speak with the art
teacher. There are three cri-
teria for a poster.

It will be judged on origi-
nality, artistic merit and ex-
pression of the current year’s
theme.

The students should get
started on their poster at the
beginning of the school year
because it must be com-
pleted by Nov. 15, 2009.
There are savings bond win-
ners from the local level and
a cash prize. There will be
winners from the district and
state level.

At the international con-
vention 23 merit winners are
chosen as well as one grand
prizewinner.

Iverson also served as
state and district chairperson
of the Camp Dogwood Vol-
unteer committee. When visi-
tors see the camp and see

Iverson’s energy and
passion for service
exudes and encourages

By Ken Bucher
Staff Writer

Ken
Bucher

the neatly kept grounds, this
is the result of work by many
volunteers from throughout
the state.

There are skilled and un-
skilled labor jobs at Camp
Dogwood.  That is where the
used eyeglasses donated by
the Lions get sorted and
wrapped for delivery to the
large collection centers and
eventually around the world
for those in need.

Volunteer week is where
this work is done.

The camping season
begins just after Memorial
Day and runs through the
summer. The other opportu-
nity for volunteering is dur-
ing camp itself any week be-
tween Memorial Day and La-
bor Day.

Volunteer’s room and
food is provided free.

Call the Foundation of-
fice at 800-662-7401 and
volunteer your valuable ser-
vices to help this great facil-
ity provide unforgettable ex-
periences to the blind...and
yourself.

PDG Ivy Iverson, right, shares a laugh with PDG Chuck Harris during
one of the golf tournaments sponsored by District 31-G.. He has chaired
the tournament and he always plays. (Ken Bucher photo)

Information regarding
United States tax laws and
filing instructions is avail-
able on the Lions Clubs
International website at
w w w . l i o n s c l u b s
international.org (click
“Resources”, “Forms”,
“Legal”, and “Tax”). 

You will find: detailed
information concerning
the requirements for filing
Form 990, 990N(E-Post-
card), 990-EZ; a sample
Form 990-EZ, with expla-
nations: a blank form 990-
EZ; guidelines for disclo-
sures regarding non-de-
ductibility of contributions
or gifts to Lions districts
and clubs; and a summary
of provisions concerning
possible tax liability for
Unrelated Business In-
come Tax (UBIT). 

Additional information
concerning United States
tax laws may be obtained
from the IRS website at:
www.irs.gov.

Please review this in-
formation at your earliest
convenience. We trust
that this information will be
helpful to you.

Lions clubs
must file a
tax return
Editor’s note: The following
is from the legal Division of
Lions Club International. 
Please read carefully and
check out the referenced
website.  There are conse-
quences if your club does
not file a return.

Tax Information
LCI Website

 

n
n
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Despite a weakened
heart and breathing
problems, Hub Sim-

mons  doesn’t let his serious
medical problems stop him
from serving as a volunteer.

Often carrying an oxygen
bottle for breathing and riding
around on a motorized chair
because he has difficulty
walking, the Lion from the
Hendersonville Day Break
Lions  Club in District 31-A
says his faith compels him to
serve others.

He was an active volun-
teer for Henderson County’s
4-H program, he is involved
in the local Boy Scouts pro-
gram, and of course he works
on club, district and statewide
Lions’ projects.

With the help of his wife,
Lion Carol Simmons , who
drives him around, Simmons
says he will continue to vol-
unteer until his health will no
longer permit travel.

The Simmons recently
served as volunteers at the
NC Lions VIP Fishing Tourna-
ment. “There are some things
that I cannot physically do, but
I’m here and I’ll do whatever I
can,” he said.

Tooling around in his mo-
torized chair, Simmons says
he enjoys just being part of a
project.

“I have a lot of medical
problems, but as long as God

Wheel chair nor pain keeps this Lion from volunteering
Lion Profile

Hub Simmons, center, received a Lions International Certificate of
Appreciation and a standing ovation a year ago during the District 31-
A Fall Convention. With him is PDG Paulette Gasperson, Simmons’
wife Carol, Past International Director Terry Graham of Canada.
Simmons is the district chaplain. (Gwen White photo)

allows me
to work,
then I’l l
c o n t i n u e
serving oth-
e r s , ” h e
said.

He has
served as a
vo lunteer
with the
Cub Scouts
and Boy
Scouts for
25 years,
working in
almost ev-
ery position
available to
adult lead-
ers.

He is a
strong be-
liever in the
S c o u t i n g
p r o g r a m .
Simmons says the program
improves the lives and makes
leaders out of the boys. He
says each boy deserved a
trained leader and he has
taken every possible training
opportunity to improve him-
self so that he could help the
young men improve them-
selves. Sometimes he took
the courses more than once.

Simmons says he never
asked for anything in return
other than the boys to do their
best and advance as far as

they could. Despite not being
a Scout himself, Simmons
says that it is one of the best
programs to develop good
citizens and future leaders.

Simmons was born with
a progressive joint and health
problem, but it did not keep
him from doing his best and
he never uses it as an excuse
to keep him from doing his
best.

In 2007, his health took a
turn for the worse and he has
to use oxygen all the time to

breath. But
even that did
not slow him
down.

D o c t o r s
say his heart is
working only a
fraction of its
potential and
only half of his
right lung
works.

C o n c e r n
that he would
not survive his
many health
problems, Boy
Scout Troop
628 honored
him with “This
is your life,
Hub Sim-
mons,” with
current and
former Scouts,
along with his

former high school class-
mates, traveling across the
United States to celebrate his
life.

The Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica sent a plaque and pro-
claimed it “ Hub Simmons
Day.”

Many of the men that had
worked with Simmons in the
early days of his volunteer-
ing with Boy Scouts said he
always had a new idea to do
something for the Scouts to
make it more fun while they

learned.
Smoky Eggers , former

council chairperson for the
Scouts, said that without the
assistance and devotion of
Simmons through the years
for Scouting and the Asso-
ciation of Baptist for Scout-
ing Organization, the work
would have been much
harder.

The Association of Bap-
tist for Scouting had a fund
raiser and presented Sim-
mons with a check to help
pay the mounting medical
bills.

Simmons said that not
many men get to hear before
they die what is usually
saved for the funeral. He
said that he felt very humble
and will never forget that oth-
ers felt he had made a con-
tribution that mattered to so
many lives.

Simmons is not about to
stop volunteering. He serves
as District 31-A chaplain
and told district leaders he
has no plans on giving up the
position until at least 2011.

Simmons was recently
recognized by Lions Club In-
ternational. He also has
earned a Jack Stickley and
a Melvin Jones Fellowship.

Lion Kyle Barnum, left, was inducted into the Jacksonville New River
Lions Club by Carlton Metts, past president of the NC Lions Foundation.
(photo submitted by Lion Curtis Erickson)

Plymouth Lions Club, in photo above, and Hertford Lions, represented
by their president Walter Schmitt, (center photo) were recognized for
membership excellence in District 31-J. Pictured are Shelton McNair,
also recognized for year-round membership growth, Johnnie and
Sharon Waters, Zone Chairman Ed Sawyer, and District Governor
Alex Thannikkary. (Gwen White photo)
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The Charlotte South-
Park Lions Club in
District 31-E and the
Club de Leones Car-
acus Los Chorros in
Venezuela have ent-
ered into a twinning
agreement. One of
the highlights of
their visit to
Charlotte was a visit
to the office of Past
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
President William L.
Woolard to see mem-
orabilia collected by
Woolard during his
time in international
office.

From left: PDG Tito
Zavarace, Ginny
Woolard, Marisa
Castro, Hugh Castro
and Louis Atchison.

Twinning gives Carolina
Lions an opportunity to
create international bonds

Twinning with a foreign
Lions club gives
North Carolina Lions an

opportunity to learn about
other cultures and fosters
friendships between mem-
bers.

The Charlotte South-
Park Lions Club in District
31-E and the Henderson-
ville Lions Club in District
31-A have reached out to
clubs in Venezuela and
Moldova and signed twinning
agreements.

SouthPark entered into
an agreement with the Club
de Leones Caracus Los
Charros  in August.

Members of the Venezu-
ela  club traveled to Charlotte
where they exchanged pins
and banners. The Lions also
received a personal tour of
the office of Past International
President William L. W ool-
ard, where hundreds of items
collected during Woolard’s
term as an international
leader are displayed.

Ginny W oolard , a mem-
ber of the Charlotte Central
Lions Club provided lunch
and guided the Venezuelan
Lions through the displays of
gifts and memorabilia. They
also toured Lions Services,
Inc., the manufacturing com-
pany owned by the Mecklen-
burg County Lions.

The SouthPark Lions
hosted a banquet with more
than 40 Lions and guests at-
tending, including District
Governor Gordon McAd-
ams, Vice District Governor
Theresa Matthews  and Jim
Walker , president of the
North Carolina Lions Foun-
dation .

During the meal South-
Park Club President Dave
Shimberg  and PDG Tito
Zavarce  signed a formal
twinning agreement.

Tito presented five Char-
lotte Lions with the Teodoro
Mendez Medal, the highest

honor a South American Lion
can receive. The medal hon-
ors the founder of Lionism in
Venezuela, Curacao, Aruba,
Ecuador and Peru.

“This partnership agree-
ment will serve as an ex-
ample for other district clubs
to seek twinning and partner-
ship opportunities with other
Lions around the world,”
Matthews said.

The partnership between
Charlotte and Los Charros
started in 2004 after Cesar
Perez-Sanchez  moved to
Charlotte and joined the
SouthPark club.

He said there was a need
for eyeglasses in Los
Charros, which is located in
the northern mountains of the
South American continent.

PDG Jim Sasser  spear-
head the service project and
more than 18,000 used eye-
glasses were collected. A
Charlotte optometrist do-
nated examination equip-
ment which the Lions sent
with the glasses to Los
Charros.

The Venezuela Lions
also received a tour of Camp
Dogwood, guided by Camp
Manager Sandy Lazenby .

Before leaving Charlotte,
the Los Charros Lions hosted
a dinner at SouthPark Mall.

The Venezuela club will
hold their 30th anniversary in
April 2009. They have invited
the Charlotte Lions to come
to Los Charros.

In the North Carolina
mountains, the Henderson-
ville Lions have reached out
to Eastern Europe to twin
with a new Lions club.

The Chisinau V iliumas
2003 Lions Club  is located
in the Republic of Moldova,
a landlocked country be-
tween Romania and the
Ukraine, in District 124.
Twinning with Chisinau was
an exciting idea for the North
Carolina club.

Using email, Henderson-

ville Lion Ray West contacted
Chisinau club members to
discuss the idea of twinning.

West already had an es-
tablished connection with
Moldova. He is the president
of the Moldova World Child-
ren’s Fund, which he founded
after retiring from the US
Navy.

Having traveled exten-
sively for years in Moldova,
helping restore and build
schools and orphanages,
West was more than happy
to help the Hendersonville
club twin with one in the Re-
public.

At the invitation of Grig
Hincu of the Chisinau Lions
Club, West traveled to
Moldova this fall to meet with
the Chisinau club. Club mem-
bers and West exchanged
pins and gifts at a dinner with
all members in attendance.
He received tours of the city
and their community service
projects.

The Chisinau club sup-
ports a home for handi-
capped children with Downs
Syndrome. They also raised
money to build a water treat-
ment plant to provide fresh
water.

District Governor Mike
Covell said he supports ef-
forts like Hendersonville to
create international partner-
ships. “Sharing experiences
in Lionism between a club
chartered 70 years ago and
a club in a country that is just
learning the benefits of Lions

will help both clubs grow,” he
said.

“There are other opportu-
nities worldwide for the strong
clubs in my district and
throughout the state to par-
ticipate in international coop-
eration through the twinning
program. It’s easy to do and
provides an excuse for trav-

eling abroad,” Covell said.
The Hendersonville Lions

are exploring the possibility
of twinning with a club in
Italy.n

Brevard Lions celebrate anniversary

Lions Patricia Carroll of
District 31-E and Joanie
Covell of District 31-A
contributed to this article.

From Staff Reports

The Brevard Lions Club in District 31-A celebrated its 70th anniversary
Oct. 2 at the Glen Cannon Country Club. Past International Director
Lacy Presnell Jr. was guest speaker. Above, Lion Harvey Miller (left)
and Ted Fradley (middle) watch as excited VIP Debbie DeBord receives
a new high-tech cell phone with software that converts text to a reader
for the blind. The phone’s camera takes a screenshot of the text and
seconds later verbally transmits the message. The club also presented
Connestee resident John Lindsay with the Lion-of-the Year-award.
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This was my third trip to
the Outer Banks to par-
ticipate in the NC Lions

VIP Fishing Tournament.
Participants are visually

impaired. Along with their
guests and other Lions, we
meet and work the week ei-
ther in Manteo or at the First
Flight Lions  Club in Kill Devil
Hills.

I attend as a Lion and vi-
sually impaired participant. I
try to work hard throughout
the year as a dedicated Lion.
Participation in the tourna-
ment gives me a better sense
of how hard all Lions work to
give back to their communi-
ties and the visually impaired.

The Lions’ dedication,
fund-raising and hard work
make miracles happen.

It was exciting to find
other Lions from District 31-
G - the Lake Gaston Lions
Club and the North Raleigh
Lions  Club - who were park-
ing cars at the Manteo gym-
nasium. Others from the
Cary , the Raleigh Lions

clubs and the district gover-
nor worked hard serving the
VIP hot meals.

No job was too small at
this tournament, not when
there are more than 500 par-
ticipants and guests attend-
ing. I find it exciting to meet
my old friends from Camp
Dogwood or from past years’
tournaments. We got caught
up on the latest news and yes
even our eye health and the
future of our prognosis.

We also found out what
is happening to each of their
family members and we

talked about how life is treat-
ing them.

This is one of the social
highlights of the tournament
for many; it is where being
visually impaired is cel-
ebrated. Unlike the daily
tasks and challenges we
face, everyone is there to
meet, greet and have a great
time. The North Carolina Li-
ons do provide that and so
much more.

Executive Director Gwen
White  is an inspiration to all
Lions. She is committed to
put on the largest fishing

Volunteer Appreciation

Four Lake Gaston Lions came back to the Outer Banks for the volunteer appreciation
banquet in November to accept a plaque for handling the security and parking, plus the
money the club usually donates. Accepting the plaque from Jimmie Williams, tournament
president, were Ed Leuty, Roger Silcox, Don Henry, and Ron Boone. (Gwen White photos)

Marie and Tommy Armstrong of Chesapeake, Va., have volunteered every year for 12
years. Tommy is the facilities manager at Tidewater Community College on the Portsmouth
campus and is a licensed electrician. He donated all the electrical services for wiring
three storage buildings for the Lions. Williams presented the plaque.

tournament for the blind in
the world. Yes, I said in the
world.

Lions are in 202 countries
but only the U.S. has accom-
plished such a feat, so far.

VIP as seen through the eyes of the visually impaired

By Pam Brule
Raleigh Host Lions Club

Editor ’s Note: The following
articles were written by two Lions,
who are visually impaired, about
their experiences at the N.C.
Lions VIP Fishing Tournament,
held Oct. 13-15.

Canada did send one to par-
ticipate in the national tour-
nament this year.

Each time I see White
rushing here and there, it re-
minds me to be committed
and always to give of myself
to Lionism. The tournament
ignites the passion I have for
Lions work and my friends
who participate.

This year I had the plea-
sure to sit next to two very
special Lions in Gwen’s life.
Her stepfather and mother.
How proud they must be of
her. They themselves are in-
spiring Lions. Her mother,
age 81, was a new Lion of
one month, how cool that was
to hear. With her husband,
Lion Rhett White , this now is
a real family affair.

My vision issues are pro-
gressive blind in one eye and
cornea disease in the other.
No matter what my vision I
hope to have the opportunity
to again participate in fishing
and regenerating my pride
and enthusiasm to be a Lion.

For those thinking about
being a Lion I only can rec-
ommend the fishing tourna-

ment for the experience of a
lifetime; only then will Lionism
get into your blood for a life-
time of service to others. The
VIP Fishing Tournament vol-
unteers honor the motto of
“We Serve.”

Thanks to all who helped
make my tournament time be
a magnificent experience.

Please see VIP Page 18
Mikey Wilson, center, captain of the Crystal Dawn received a plaque of
appreciation for participating in the fishing tournament.

By Bonnie Merritt
Raleigh Host Lions Club

Each year my fellow
Lion and husband,
Roscoe Merritt, and I

look forward to the NC Lions
VIP Fishing Tournament.
Camp Dogwood is special,
but the fishing tournament
also has a special place in
our heart. It is so much fun.
For this year, we arrived late
Monday and were sent to the
Clarion Hotel for our next
three exciting nights.
The fun this year started with
a request from Lion Gwen
White , when she instructed
all of us to ask everyone we
met if they were the mystery
guest. This encouraged in-
teraction among the guests
and added a great deal of fun
to the whole event. Laughs
were all around the Manteo
gymnasium, where most of
the events were held.



By Dave Butler
Foundation Pin Trading Chairperson

PDG Dave Butler , 688 South
Country Club Road,
Brevard, NC, 28712; PDG

Lou Creel,  206 Riverview Avenue,
Camden, NC, 27921; and PDG
Joe Shumate , 85 Farm House
Road, Roxboro, NC 27574 con-
tinue to sell donated Lions pins at
no cost   to your Foundation (more
than $130,759.75
raised through Novem-
ber 8?)
   n Pins from the
1950’s and ‘60’s inter-
national convention
are urgently needed
now.

n First vice district
governor and second
vice district governor positions will
need to be elected at all district fall
and mid-winter conventions this
Lions year, and will take office on
July 1, 2009?

n All resumes for 2009-2010
council chairperson must be re-
ceived by the state secretary/trea-
surer on or before Dec. 31, 2008?

n State secretary/treasurer re-
sumes are to go to the state nomi-
nating chairperson, by December
31?

n One candidate has an-
nounced for 2nd VP of your Foun-
dation for 2009-2010 -- PDG
Stewart W ooten, District 31-D?

n The 2009-’10 district gover-
nors were trained at your Camp
Dogwood Dec. 5-7, and will have
another session Feb. 20-22, 2009?

n The next state council, state
promotion and NCLF Board of Di-
rectors meetings will be at the
North Raleigh Hilton Hotel (919-
872-2323--Group Code NCL), in
Raleigh, Feb. 13-15, 2009?

n The MD-31 Lion’s policy and
procedures manual is up-to-date
with all policies and procedures
approved by the state council –
copies are available from NCLF
($5.00 per CD or Hard Copy), and
available on the NCLF and NC
State Lions Web sites?

n NC, GA, SC, AL, MS, TN, and
FL will hold the third Southeastern
Breakfast and Caucus at the inter-
national convention in Minneapo-
lis, MN. AL has the responsibility
of hosting and coordinating this
breakfast?

n The 2009 North Carolina Li-
ons State Convention/Council/
Foundation Meetings will be held
at Raleigh, NC, April 30-May 3,
2009?

n The Lions International Con-
vention will be at Minneapolis, MN,
July 6-10, 2009?

n The USA/Canada Forum will
be in Memphis, TN, in September
2009?

n For information and help call
your NC Lions Foundation toll free
at 1-800-662-7401?

Between July 1, 2008 and Oc-
tober 31, 2008:

n 491 white canes have been
supplied to North Carolina blind
from your Foundation?

n 2,680 people were screened
with your vision van in 47 screen-
ings with 1,700 referrals?

n 17 students of visually im-
paired parents have received edu-
cational grants?

n 538 pairs of glasses were pur-
chased with your matching fund
program?

n 360 eye exams were paid
from your matching fund program?

n 4 other requests were met
from your matching fund program?

n 24 people were honored and
became a Stickley Fellow

n 15 people became Founders
in the William L. Woolard Partners-
in-Service program; 6 people be-
came Supporters; 1 person be-
came a Friend and 1 person be-
came a Full Partner?

n 95 people were honored by
gifts to your Foundation?

n 1 Sustaining Member Certifi-
cate; 3 Patron Member Certificates;
9 Life Member Certificates   were
processed by your Foundation?

n 163 cases of candy were re-
ceived and shipped by your Foun-
dation?

n 171 used hearing aids have
been donated to your Foundation?

n 900 used ink jet cartridges
have been donated to your Foun-
dation?

n 1,899 Campbell Soup labels
were received and sent to the two
NC Schools for the Deaf?

n 32,962 pairs of used glasses
were processed by your Founda-
tion?

n  138 memorials were made to
your Foundation?

Did you know that?

Dave
Butler

By Ken Bucher
Staff Writer

Ken
Bucher
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For 50 years, the North Carolina
Library for the Blind and Physi-
cally Handicapped has pro-

vided media services for the state’s
disabled.

The Raleigh-based library circu-
lates a collection of Braille, large print
and audio formatted books and
magazines for people who cannot

use regular printed ma-
terial because of a visual
or physical disability.

More than 14,000
people use the service.
There is no charge for re-
ceiving the materials, as
long as the patron is dis-
abled.

The library has the
same publications as found in regu-
lar public libraries. They will even pro-
vide special electronic equipment that
is needed to listen to audio format-
ted publications.

The library is in the national net-
work through the Library of Con-
gress. Providing publications to North
Carolina’s visually impaired and dis-
abled was conceived by Raleigh-area
Lions clubs who collected books and
had volunteers to distribute them. In
1959, the state took over the project.

The first state-supported library
employed six people and managed
a collection of 28,000 books. Today,
the service has 30 employees and
manages hundreds of thousands of
newspapers, magazines and books
that can be checked out by the dis-
abled.

The library handles more than 1
million transactions annually. They
mail and receive so many publica-
tions that the library has its own
postal code.

Staff and volunteers translate lo-
cal newspapers and some maga-
zines into digital recordings at the
library’s sound studio.

Other publications are pur-
chased or produced by the National
Library Service for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped, which is
part of the Library of Congress.

Advanced technology is allowing
for improvements in its collection.
The library has started using digital
technology to create better-sound-
ing audio recordings of its publica-
tions. The Internet, CDs, DVDs, flash
drives and memory cards are used
to store digital recordings, which is
more user friendly than old analog
recordings.

Since 1999, the National Library
Service has been translating books
and other publications into Braille
and making them available in digital
format through Web-Braille, a pass-
word-protected Internet service.

More than 4,300 books, all NLS-
produced Braille magazines, and
several hundred music scores can
be downloaded from the Internet.

Although Web-Braille is a digital
program, the files were created to be
printed in Braille using a special
printer. However, many of the files
are hard to navigate.

Digital talking books are pro-

Allen Wight is running the console to record a book at the Library for the Blind. (Ken
Bucher photo)

Library celebrates 50 years

Please see LIBRARY page 17
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The Gastonia Evening Lions
Club in District 31-E  will host a
5K race, 5K walk and fitness

course on May 9, 2009, with proceeds
going to support the Humanitarian/
White Cane Fund.

The project, titled the Give the Gift
of Sight 5K, will be held in downtown
Gastonia.

“Not only will this be a club fund-
raiser, it will also give us the
opportunity to promote our sight
conservation program and the role of
Lions  clubs in clinical eye research,”
said Michael Schwartz , who along
with Club President Sherida S tevens
will serve as event co-chairpersons.

If a minimum of 100 people
participate in the event, the Lions
could raise $2,000. Club members
will seek corporate sponsors to help
offset organizational costs.

The event will start at the Gaston
County Department of Social
Services on North Marietta Street.

The county’s Division of Services
for the Blind will serve as a honorary
sponsor of the event, since many of
the people served by Lions clubs are

Social Services clients.
The club hopes the project will

become a zone-wide event if all the
Lions clubs in Gaston County provide
volunteers and help promote the
project.

Stevens said she hopes Lions
from throughout District 31-E as well
as the surrounding districts  partici-
pate since the money will be used to
support White Cane.

The 5K race will be called the
Race for Vision. Medals will be
awarded for the top three finishers in
six age cat-egories, along with an
overall winner of the competition.

The 5K walk will be called the
Walk to Cure Blindness. The one-
mile fitness course will use the city’s
new greenway, which connects to
Marietta Street. It is an uphill course
which will give walkers a good work-
out, Stevens said.

There is an entrance fee for each
event. Participants will receive a free
T-shirt and a goodie bag filled with
assorted items provided by sponsors.

For information or to download an
entry form, visit the club’s Web site
at www.gastoniaeveninglions.org.

Gastonia Evening Lions host
5K run/walk as fund-raiser

Etowah Lions take part in school program

Proceeds to benefit Humanitarian/White Cane

LCIF grant awarded to
Charlotte’s Lions Services

An employee of Lions Services in Charlotte
assembles a hydration pack that U.S.
Milit ary personnel in Iraq and Afghanistan
will use to carry water.

Lions Services, Incorporated, the
Charlotte-based manufacturing
company owned by the Lions of

Mecklenburg County, has been
awarded a $50,000 grant from the
Lions Clubs International Founda-
tion.

President Jim Cranford  said the
grant will allow the company to hire
an additional 40 blind and visually
impaired workers from Mecklenburg
and surrounding counties.

The new workers will allow Lions
Services to increase production of
the Molle Hydration System, a light-
weight pack designed to hold liquids.
The company has a multi-year mili-
tary contract with the Department of
Defense to assemble the units.

“Thanks to local Lions clubs and
the Lions Clubs International Foun-
dation support, more individuals who
are blind or handicapped will become
self-supporting; achieving economic
independence through quality, career
employment and job rehabilitation,”
Cranford said.

Lions Services currently employs
150 workers. The company produces
a variety of military and household
products.

Employees produce 5,000 Molle
units each month. The new workers
would allow Lions Services to triple
unit production.

Past District Governor John
James , a member of the Gastonia
Evening Lions Club in District 31-
E, will serve as the grant administra-
tor.

“The employment opportunities
provided by this funding for blind in-
dividuals fulfills the Lions clubs stated
mission and goals,” he said.

The Molle Hydration System holds
approximately 100 ounces of liquid.
It is insulated to maintain tempera-
ture. The carrier is the universal color
pattern and has two shoulder straps
and a waist strap. Also included with
the bladder is a drinking tube and
mouthpiece in the foliage green color.

For information or to obtain an
employment application call 704-921-
1527 or visit their Web site at
www.lionsservices.org.

n

n

Cruise theme at district convention
From Staff Reports

Dig out those old Hawaiian
shirts, limber up for a limbo
contest and get ready to jiggle

a hula dance at the District 31-E  Mid-
Winter Convention on Jan. 23-24,
2009.

The two-day gathering of Lions and
guests will be held at the Holiday Inn
on Jake Alexander Boulevard in
Salisbury.

The convention will feature a tropi-
cal cruise theme, complete with a
grass-skirted welcoming committee
that will be planting kisses and plac-
ing leis of colorful flowers around the
neck of each person in attendance.

Our Cruise Sets Sail, this year’s
theme, will launch on a Friday night
with a Hawaiian luau. The evening
will feature contests, games, music
and hula dancing as Lions will sway
their hips to the sultry Polynesian

sounds from the South Pacific.
The convention speaker will be In-

ternational Director Larry Johnson
of West Virginia.

Accommodations at the Holiday Inn
for Friday and Saturday is $79.99 per
night, plus tax. To reserve a cabin call
the motel at 704-637-3100 and re-
member to tell the staff that you’re
attending the district convention.

Register by Jan. 10, and guests
can attend the luau, the Tail Twisters
breakfast and the district governor’s
banquet for $33. After that date, add
$8.50 for the meals.

Costumed Tail Twisters will be on
hand Saturday to sell tickets for
breakfast door prizes, and of course
there will be an auction.

For a convention reservation form,
visit the District 31-E Web site at
www.lions31e.org. The deadline for
mailing reservations is Jan. 10. n

From Staff Reports

Etowah Lions Club in District 31-A took part in “Transportation Days” at the Etowah
Elementary School  by demonstrating the operation of a garbage truck to the kindergarten
classes. The Etowah Lions own the sanitation service and use proceeds from community
garbage collection to support their club’s service projects. The club recently purchased
two goals for a new soccer field in Henderson County, and they donated $7,500 to the
McCune Center.

From Staff Reports
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The North Carolina Lions VIP Fishing Tournament

Phil and Flora Davis (center) traveled from Georgia to volunteer. They join Carolyn
Dunning (left) and Tommy Dunning (right).

Volunteers
make the
difference

On the day of fishing, volun-
teers arive early and stay busy
transporting materials to and
from venues, maintaining hun-
dreds of fishing rods, cutting up
pounds of bloodworms for bait,
and recording participants’
catches or weighing fish on the
one of the piers or headboats
used. Each day, food had to be
prepared to feed more than 700
VIPs, guests and volunteers.

Students from Manteo High School volunteered
to help VIPs cast and haul in their catches.

Past District Governor B.B. Oliver made three new friends at the fishing tournament.
Unfortunately sisters (left to right) Iva Lawrence, Violet Rae Mizell and Hallie Smith
have all claimed the volunteer on fishing day next year. What will he do? In the top photo,
Oliver helps Lawrence hold her fishing rod.

Photos by
Paranita Carpenter

and Michael H. Schwartz

3 sisters, one Lion make
tournament memorable

October event is another success

Iva Lawrence  held onto her fishing
pole while the patient hands of vol-
unteer, B.B. Oliver , adjusted the

tension on the line.
The hook was in the water only a

few minutes when a fish swallowed
the bloodworm, tugging the line and
caused the 84-year-old Windsor
woman to become excited. “I think
you’ve got one,” Oliver said.

Lawrence, a first-time participant
in the NC Lions VIP Fishing Tourna-
ment, had caught a fish, her first in
the annual event on the Outer Banks.
Oliver kept his hand on the pole to
steady it, while she pulled in her catch.
She smiled and held it up for a photo,
then it was back to fishing.

Sitting on the wood bench behind
Lawrence was her sister, Violet Mae
Mizell , 81. “He’s bringing her the
luck,” she said, pointing to Oliver.

Mizell, also of Windsor, has
trouble standing so she spent the
October day resting on the bench at
Kitty Hawk Pier and enjoying the
warm fall weather. Her fishing pole
rested against the pier railing with the
line extended into the ocean below.
Oliver kept a watchful eye on the line
in case a fish took the bait.

It did only a few minutes later. She
too posed for a quick photo. Oliver

quickly baited the line and then it was
cast back into the water.

The past district governor was one
of more than 250 volunteers who
helped at the tournament. “I’m hav-
ing as much fun as they are,” Oliver
said.

A member of the Asheboro Lions
Club in District 31-D , Oliver found
himself being admired by his two new
friends. “He’s all mine,” Lawrence
quickly snapped when she heard
Mizell talking about the bearded vol-
unteer wearing overalls and a straw

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

Please see SISTERS on Page 24
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VIP President Jimmie Williams (right) with
the winners on the Avalon Pier: David Fur-
lough of Tyrrell County, 1st place; Mark
Baker of Yadkin County, 2nd place; and
Charlie Breese of Cabarrus County, 3rd
place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (right) with
the winners on the Crystal Dawn: Pete
Pederson of Craven County, 1st place;
Bogdan Milewski of Guiford County, 2nd
Place; and Harold Smith of Iredell County,
3rd place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (left) with the
winners on the Kitty Hawk Pier: Joyce Man-
ning of Wayne County, 1st place; Phil
Marvais of Cumberland County, 2nd place;
and Edna Waters of Wayne County, 3rd
place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (2nd left)
with the winners on the Miss Oregon In-
let: Betz Blowe of Hertford County, 1st
place; Chan Brock of Davidson County,
2nd place; and Sharon Joyce of Forsyth
County, 3rd place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (left) with
the winners on the Nags Head Pier: Mary
Alice Hughes of Davidson County, 1st
place; Howard Davis of Alamance County,
2nd place; and Tony Ferrita of Alamance
County, 3rd place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (right) with
the winners on the Outer Banks Pier: Kim
Lyons of Gates County, 1st place; Lynn
Richardson of Warren County, 2nd place;
and Mike Freeman of Hertford County,
3rd place.

VIP President Jimmie Williams (left) with
Joyce Manning of Wayne County who won
the Bill Reynolds Trophy for catching the
heaviest fish in the tournament. Manning
caught a 1.6 pound Red Drum on the Kitty
Hawk Pier.

Dave Grana (4th from left) holds the trophy bearing his name that will display the name
of the winner of the VIP National Fishing Tournament. With Grana are the VIPs that
participated in the 2008 tournament.

Maestro, a Burmese mountain and guide
dog owned by Lawrence Euteneier,
watches for the next fish to be pulled from
the water.

Allen Aldridge holds the smallest fish caught
at the tournament. It was small enough to
swim laps in the jar Aldridge is holding.

Lawrence Euteneier, a blind angler from Canada, participated in the 2008 VIP Na-
tional Fishing Tournament in North Carolina’s Outer Banks.

Canadian fisherman, inventor participates
in North Carolina’s only blind tournament

Lawrence Euteneier has a pas-
sion for boating and fishing, out-
door activities that he has stead-

fastly enjoyed since he was a little boy
growing up in Canada.

Going blind did not stop him from
going outdoors, but it often required
him to partner with a sighted person
for fishing trips to the rivers and lakes
that surround his Canadian home.

He was registered as blind at age
eight. At 22 he had lost his peripheral
vision, and now he is totally blind. He
could no longer fish by himself.

“I lost my independence, and I had
to rely on others to take me fishing or
to go boating,” he said. “Like most
blind people, I was dependent on oth-
ers to help me.”

Blindness did not stop Euteneier
from obtaining a Masters Degree in
Environmental Science. An entrepre-
neur and inventor, he decided to do

something to improve the lives of
the blind, including himself, so they
could regain some independence.

In 2003, Euteneier developed
computer software that allows the
disabled to use public computer
workstations with ease. Found in

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

Please see EUTENEIER on Page 17

The North Carolina Lions VIP Fishing Tournament
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Visitors to the NC Lions’
state Web site will no-
tice a more user-cen-

tered site with new features
and more information.

The Information Technol-
ogy Committee is working to
make improvements to pro-
vide more information.

Launched in 2007, the
site is located at www.
northcarolinalions.org. As of
Dec. 1, the site has recorded
nearly 5,000 viewers.

Here is what site viewers
can expect:

n A new look to the front
page with shortcuts to fre-
quently requested areas

nA new programs section
providing a brief description
of state programs and ser-
vices supported by Lions
with links so visitors can navi-
gate to other Web sites.

n A new public relation’s
section with press releases,
and a directory of Lions in the
Speaker’s Bureau, a NC Li-
ons Foundation program.

n An expanded resource
section that includes a cata-
log of district newsletters.

State Chairperson Mich-
ael H. Schwartz  said the
Web site is frequently up-
graded.

The Web site has nearly

doubled in size in the last
year. “The committee is con-
stantly looking for ways to im-
prove internal communica-
tions while providing a more
attractive and user-friendly
site,” Schwartz said.

“We’ve had a lot of posi-
tive reaction about the infor-
mation being provided. We
have some talented Lions on
the committee who know
about Web site design and
that has helped.”

The committee, in coop-
eration with the Public Infor-
mation & Education Commit-
tee, is working on other up-
grades, including a new sec-
tion on scholarship opportu-
nities. There will be a new di-
rectory that lists Web ad-
dresses of clubs.

“Accessibility and usabil-
ity are our watchwords,”
Schwartz said.

Lions are encouraged to
share their suggestions for
more improvements with
members of the Information
Technology Committee, as its
members are engaged in the
process of creating a dy-
namic, engaging informa-
tional and educational re-
source for the membership
and the pubic as well.n

Upgrades to Lions’ Web
site will improve Lions
club’s communication

Launched in 2007, the North Carolina Lions state Web site can be
viewed at www.northcarolinalions.org.

Lions can keep informed on
disaster assistance program

Emergencies and disas-
ters can strike quickly
and without warning. It

can force evacuation of an
entire neighborhood or con-
fine families to their homes
for extended periods.

The Information Technol-
ogy Committee, in coopera-
tion with the Public Informa-
tion & Education Committee,
has created a disaster pre-
paredness  area on the North
Carolina Lions’ state Web site
to help Lions and their fami-
lies prepare for a disaster.

It will serve as a resource
center where disaster pre-
paredness publications can
be read or downloaded.
Spanish language publica-
tions also are available.

There is updated news,
weather and travel adviso-
ries, along with links to state,
federal and community agen-

Leadership

2009-10 district, state candidates announced

The state Nominating
Committee has an-
nounced a slate of can-

didates who have qualified for
district officers in 2009-2010.
They are:

n District 31-A - Marti Hill,
district governor; and George
Suggs, 1st vice district gov-
ernor.

n District 31-B - Dot
Nichols, district governor;
Bob S prinkle, 1st district
governor; and Helen Hud-
son, 2nd vice district gover-
nor.

n District 31-D - Dave
Osborne, district governor;
and Bill W omack, 1st vice
district governor.

•n District 31-E - Theresa
Matthews, district governor;
Gary Steele, 1st vice district
governor; and Michael
Schwartz,  2nd vice district
governor.

n District 31-F - Dan

District governors-elect
will  have leadership training
at Camp Dogwood in De-
cember and February.n

From Staff Reports

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

cies that deal with disaster
assistance or recovery.

Homeowners and small
business owners can find in-
formation and applications to
apply for recovery loans. Dis-
trict governors can obtain

forms and
read guide-
lines to apply
for emer-
gency assis-
tance grants
through the Li-
ons Clubs In-
t e r n a t i o n a l
Foundation,

which has a link on the site.
Information on the North

Carolina Lions’ Individual As-
sistance Program, where
specially-trained Lions will
respond to affected areas af-
ter a disaster can be found,
along with the requirements
and contact information if
you are interested in becom-
ing a program volunteer.

The Lions have partnered
with the North Carolina Divi-
sion of Emergency Manage-
ment to create an assistance
program. Volunteers are re-
quired to take an on-line train-
ing course offered by the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to par-
ticipate in the program. Addi-
tional training will be coordi-
nated through the committee
overseeing the program.

The Council of Governors
has appointed PDG Paul
Bledsoe  to coordinate the
statewide program. North
Carolina has been divided
into two regions with PDG
Dale Dupree representing
the west districts and PDG
Ron Kelly  the east districts.

Lions wishing to make a
contribution to LCIF for disas-
ter recovery can obtain donor
information on the state site
and there is a link to the in-
ternational Web site. n

Michael
Schwartz

Boudreaux, district gover-
nor; and Randy Kirby , 1st
vice district governor.

n District 31-G - Don G.
Henry , district governor;
John Owens, 1st vice dis-
trict governor; and Andy
Lilliston, 2nd vice district
governor.

n District 31-H - Al
Greene, district governor;
Tony Camaioni, 1st vice dis-
trict governor; and Donna
Murph-Paris,  2nd vice dis-
trict governor.

n District 31-J - Bob
Walton , district governor;
and Gwen White, 1st vice
district governor.

Districts 31-A, 31-D, 31-
F and 31-J have not an-
nounced candidates for 2nd
vice district governor. PDG
Ron Kelly  will serve as sec-
retary of the Council of Gov-
ernors. A council chairperson
has not been named.

Throughout the year each of us has op-
portunities to give Memorials or Hono-
rariums. These lasting gifts can mean so
much to a family member in the death of
a love one or friend. Honorariums are an
excellent way to recognize someone for
a special event or accomplishment.
These gifts will also help those in need
through the programs and services of the
North Carolina Lions Foundation.

� � � � � � � � � 	

Honorariums

For More Information
State Chairperson

PDG Robert A. Shook
828-879-8087

bobshook@charter.net
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Internet cafes, libraries, schools
and government offices, most com-
puters are not formatted to be used
by people with disabilities because
viewing preferences cannot be
changed without technical assistance
or reprogramming.

Called Web-4-All, his program is
the first technology in the world that
makes it possible for the disabled to
use almost any computer and it will
automatically conform to the user’s
display, control and content prefer-
ences. The application allows people
with visual disabilities to have screens
magnified or read aloud. It also per-
mits those with difficulty using a key-
board to use settings or displays that
address most dexterity issues and
individuals with literacy challenges to
access information using both sight
and sound.

The user carries a small plug-in
device or smartcard and inserts it in
the computer. The changes in the
computer are temporary and will re-
vert back to its original settings when
the device is removed, he said.

“It eliminates the need for techni-
cal support or others to help a dis-
abled person to use the computer,”
Euteneier said.

For his work on improving the
field of technology for disabled
people, Euteneier received the Fed-
eral Public Servant Achievement of
Excellence Award, and in 2006
Canada awarded him the Meritorius
Service Medal.

Euteneier was the special guest
at this year’s VIP Fishing Tourna-
ment, giving a motivational speech
to participants about becoming more
independent.

He said, “The disabled should be
able to do whatever they want to do,
within reason, and not be limited be-
cause they have a disability. Depen-
dence on others constantly reminds
the disabled of what they have lost,
whether its vision, speech or motor
skills.”

Euteneier says he has spent his
adult life trying to overcome his de-
pendence on others. This is espe-
cially true when it came to his pas-
sion for fishing. While he enjoys com-
pany on outtings, he wants to be able
to fish on his own schedule and not
others.

Using his talent as an inventor
and with technology, Euteneier devel-
oped the world’s first boat specifically
designed to allow a blind fisherman
to navigate the water without the as-
sistance of a sighted person.

The Blind Fishing Boat couples
sonar, a talking compass and a spe-
cial GPS unit, and allows the opera-

tor to navigate independently from one
point to another by means of audible
directions. Points are logged into the
system and the boater follows the au-
dible directions to return to the pier or
the point where they started.

Euteneier said the system even
warns the boater when it comes too
close to objects in the water or if an-
other boat crosses its path. He tested
the boat at a national tournament for
blind anglers in Canada.

The system is connected to a 12-
foot Porta-bote, a 70-pound craft that
can be folded flat to a thickness of four
inches. It is powered by an electric troll-
ing motor.

“The boat is simple to assemble,
making it easy for someone who is vi-
sually impaired to put together and
maneuver safely in the water without
help,” he said.

While the lakes in Ontario are large,
Euteneier said he isn’t afraid of getting
lost. He listens to the sounds made by
the system and interprets them to make
changes in direction. He routinely ends
right back where he started, safe and
with a catch of fish from his outting.

Although Euteneier has a guide
dog, a husky Burmese mountain dog
named Maestro, he is no help in the
water. “My biggest problem is keeping
Maestro inside the boat,” Euteneier
says. “He keeps an eye on my line and
wants to jump in to catch the fish. He’s
a heavy dog and it can be difficult haul-
ing him back in.”

Euteneier travels around Canada
and the United States speaking on in-
dependence for the disabled, and pro-
motes his Blind Fishing Boat. Euteneier
has a Web site. It can be viewed at
www.blindfishingboat.com.

Fishing isn’t his only sport. He en-
joys curling and skiing. He has been
invited to participate in an international
skiing event in Australia.

Euteneier, like many blind people
does not allow his inability to see to
interfere with his ability to live life to
the fullest.n

duced to allow the user to move
through chapters with ease. The na-
tional library is producing cookbooks
and reference books.

In 2009, the NLS for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped will begin to
replace its existing cassette-based
talking book system with a new sys-
tem based on digital talking books.

The books, recorded and played
back using digital audio technology,
will provide the same top-quality nar-
ration patrons have come to expect.

For information their Web site is
www.statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us.n

LIBRARY... continued from Page 12

Columbia Lions Club, with 10 members, grew by five more at the NC Lions Volunteer
Appreciation banquet recently. NCLF President Jim Walker, visiting speaker, inducted
from left Colley and Etta Ward, Judy Furlough, Sandra Walker and Margaret Rose
Boucher. (Gwen White photo)

Helen Hudson, center in the photo above, and Vice District Governor Dot Nichols, center
photo below, each received Certificates of Appreciation from Lions International President
Al Brandel. The certificates were recommended by District 31-B Governor Jerry Mertz,
right, and were presented by International Director Ed Lecius during the fall convention.
(Gary Greene photos)
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Lion Pete East of the First Flight Lions Club wishes the International
Peace Poster contest had a category in which he could enter his
grandchild. He admits his granddaughter was not actually playing
poker, he just snapped the photograph at the right time. It did win a
contest and hung on the walls in Epcot and the Smithsonian for one
month in each location. Alycia was about six months old. (Pete East
photo)

VIP... continued from Pg. 11

Food is important to the VIP participants. Lunches are catered at $1.06
each by Arby’s. Manager Bev Surman accepted the plaque. John
Mullen, the district manager of Food Lion, was extremely generous to
VIP. He and three of his store managers attended. (Gwen White photos)

Many international directors attend state conferences and simply sit at
the head table, make a speech and answer questions. Not Harold Ott of
Pennsylvania. He participated while attending the District 31-A fall
convention. Here he helps auction a bird house at the tail twister
breakfast. (Gwen White photo)

International Director Dr.
Harold R. Ott asked, “Are
you proud to be a Lion?”
He was speaking to Lions

at the District 31-A  Fall Con-
vention banquet in Asheville.

The question followed a
list of “shared miracles in ser-
vice” that Ott said provide
reasons to be proud.

He cited the McCune
Center, Camp Dogwood, the
VIP Fishing Tournament, pur-
chase of glasses for VIPs,
food pantry support, vision
screenings, recreational and
social acrtivities held for the
visually impaired and thou-
sands of hours in volunteer
service.

“All of these are reasons

for District 31-A to be proud.
“Lions are not proud enough
of what they do,” he said. He
encouraged Lions to be
proud and to brag about their
club’s accomplishments.
Sharing with others will help
increase membership.

Ott challenged those at
the convention to go back to
their home clubs and reflect
on the many services pro-
vided for their communities.
He also urged Lions to look
to the future by buildin lead-
ership, providing hands-on
humanitarian services to the
community and by expand-
ing membership through
new clubs.

Ott is from Pennsylvania
and is a retired university ad-
ministrator.

Lions encouraged to
be proud and to brag

Tim Manning, president of the
Williamston Lions Club received
a plaque of appreciation from
District 31-J Governor Alex
Thannikkary. The club provides a
meeting place for cabinet meetings
and always provides refreshments
and opens the building.

By Gwen White
Editor

After a delightful dinner
Monday night we had Bible
study and a wonderful dance
and a chance to fellowship
with friends. Yes, I got my 61-
year-old body out on the
dance floor and did the
bougie with anyone who
didn’t run away. It was just
like everyone else that at-
tended. Snacks and drinks
topped of the night with the
music.

On Tuesday, we got up
and had a sumptuous break-
fast in the gymnasium and
then proceeded to fishing. My
husband fished on a boat and
I fished off the pier.

A most delightful volun-
teer, who was not even a Lion
helped me cast my line into
the water and even put those
icky worms on the hook for
me. God bless you, my un-
sung hero. We talked and
laughed the day away. The
sun and soft ocean breeze
was invigorating against my
face.

I was hoping my husband
did not get seasick on his
ocean voyage.

On Tuesday night we ate:
wait for it...fish for supper. It
was not the fish that we
caught though. Afterwards,

we listened to the World’s
Greatest Fishing Band from
Nashville. We also had an
auction for a special guitar
that was autographed by
Willie Nelson.

After another yummy
breakfast Wednesday, there
were workshops. These in-
cluded the latest news about
our eyes and all things visual.
Then we were given latest
changes and updates from
the NC Library for the Blind.

The best meal of the tour-
nament was Wednesday
night, when Kelly’s Restaurant
catered the meal. The menu
consisted of pork loin, mash-

ed potatoes, corn and lima
beans, sweet potato biscuits
and chocolate mousse.

The evening culminated
in the presentation of the
awards. Everyone was very
happy with the results, every-
one that attends this great
event is always a winner.

I must commend all the
volunteers, Lions and espe-
cially Lion White for their hard
work and leadership while
putting on this magnificent
event. Although, if you asked
them, they would say it is a
labor of love. From my point
of view and my husband’s,
we would have to agree.
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Patricia Graham-
McKinley  of New
Hanover County was

so appreciative of the District
31-H Lions for providing her
with a vision screening that
she brought the volunteers
home-baked goodies as a
way of saying thank you.

Graham-McKinley was
one of 53 people who had
their vision screened October
24 when the See the 21st
Century Vision Van stopped
in Wilmington at the New
Hanover County Health Cen-
ter.

“Everyone was just
lovely,” Graham-McKinley
said as she stepped from the
van.

Sponsored by the Cape
Fear Lions  Club, more than
80 percent of the people
screened at the health cen-
ter were referred for further
examination by an optom-
etrist or local eye profes-
sional, said PDG George
Holston , a member of the
Cape Fear club who volun-
teered at the project.

Vision Van Coordinator Mike Howard fills out paperwork on Patricia
Graham-McKinley during a vision screening held at the New Hanover
County Health Center. The event was sponsored by the Cape Fear Lions
Club. (George Holston photograph)

Cape Fear Lions sponsor
New Hanover screening

Several of the people
screened had never had their
eyes screened.

“Projects such as working
with the vision van give us the
chance to give back to our
community and show we sup-
port our motto, ‘We serve,’”
said Janice Gordon , who co-
ordinated the New Hanover
event.

Members of the Carolina
Beach Lions Club helped
Cape Fear with the event,
providing additional volun-
teers to operate the equip-
ment or to help with registra-
tion.

Mike Howard , the vision
van coordinator for the North
Carolina Lions Foundation ,
told the volunteers that 80
percent of the world’s blind-
ness is either preventable or
treatable. He recommended
annual eye examinations in
order to catch vision prob-
lems early.

For more information on
screenings or to schedule the
van, contact the NCLF office
at 800-662-7401 or visit the
Foundation’s Web site at
www.nclf.org.

Lion Michael Schwartz ,
associate editor of The
Lion Advocate  is a

changed person, litterally.
A member of the Gastonia

Evening Lions Club in Dis-
trict 31-E , Schwartz has lost
more than 115 pounds since
May.

His weight loss is a gain
for the North Carolina Lions.
As an incentive to lose
weight, Schwartz donated
$10 for each pound he lost
to the North Carolina Lions
VIP Fishing Tournament.

To date, it has netted the
organization more than
$1,150. He  chose to donate
to the fishing tournament be-
cause he believes the Dis-
trict 31-J  project is one of the
most important events in
North Carolina.

Each October, Schwartz
takes vacation from his job as
a police detective in the City
of Gastonia, and spends a
week working as a tourna-
ment volunteer. He travels to
the Outer Banks early to help
Executive Director Gwen
White  prepare for the three-
day event.

Schwartz’ doctors had
urged him to lose weight or
face a serious health crisis.
He was diagnosed with hav-
ing prediabetes, hyperten-
sion and high blood pressure.
He was a candidate for heart
disease, stroke, respiratory
problems and a shortened
life expectancy because he
was obese.

Obesity is quickly sur-
passing smoking as the num-
ber one cause of preventable
death in the United States,
according to the Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices. Statistically, obesity
affects as many as 34 per-
cent of American adults.

There is a history of can-
cer, heart and respiratory
problems in the Schwartz
family. “My parents were
overweight and it took a se-
rious medical crisis in each

of their lives to cause them
to start eating right and lose
weight,” the 46-year-old
said.

“I knew when I tipped the
scale at 310 pounds that I
had to change my lifestyle
and improve my health. I
was killing myself because I
had such bad eating habits,”
he said.

It was not uncommon for
Schwartz to eat three or four
double cheeseburgers and
two large orders of fries for
dinner. He could eat a large
pizza by himself. He loved
fast food. “Every time I had
a physical the doctors would
tell me that I needed to lose
weight. Almost every health
problem I faced had some
connection to my weight
gain,” he said.

When you look down
and cannot see your feet be-
cause of the size of your
stomach, then you know it
is time to take dieting seri-
ously. I couldn’t tie my shoes
without feeling like I was go-
ing to pass out,” he said.

On May 15, Schwartz
visited a weight loss clinic in

Gastonia Lion Michael Schwartz
has lost more than 115 pounds
since May. Here Schwartz holds
the pants to his work uniform,
size 50. Schwartz now wears a
size 38.

VIP Fishing Tournament

His weight loss is their gain...

Lion donates money to VIP Fishing
Tournament for each pound he lost

Huntersville and started a diet
program. He gave himself
weekly injections in his abdo-
men that helped burn fat and
he took a prescription appe-
tite suppressant each morn-
ing to control hunger. He
learned about calorie control
and maintained a food diary.
Exercise included daily walks
and using a treadmill at his
department gymnasium.

Five months of eating
healthy and exercise paid off.
He dropped 100 pounds,
faster than his doctors would
have liked. His waist size
dropped from 50 to 38.

There were other health
benefits too. His cholesterol
level dropped below 140 - the
first time in seven years that
it had been below 200. No
worries about diabetes. No
high blood pressure or hyper-
tension. Doctors took away
his other medications.

“Changing years of bad
habits is not an easy thing to
do. I now think of it as a posi-
tive life investment and once
good habits are instilled you
wonder how you ever sur-
vived without them,” he said.

Friends and family mem-
bers are shocked at the dif-
ference, particularly since the
change happened so quickly.
“The first thing they usually
ask is if I am all right. I feel
great and the benefits with
losing weight has given me a
positive attitude about my-
self,” he said.

As for the donation to the
fishing tournament, Schwartz
said something positive
comes out of using the money
to support such a valuable
Lion’s program. “I would have
used the money to buy fast
food. This way, the money is
put to better use, helping
VIPs.”n

n

From Staff Reports

Ordinary People
Doing Amazing Things.

800-662-7401
www.nclf.org
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As a new Lion, since
March of 2008, I have
enjoyed the fraternity

and fellowship of being a
Lion. I took my oaths and I
received the welcoming and
kindness of fellow Lions.

Now, I have had the op-
portunity to pass along this
honor by sponsoring a new
member. This is not a “nor-
mal” member; however, she
is one from thousands of
miles away—a visitor from
Islamabad, Pakistan.

Dr. Shaheena Bhatti is
on a mission of peace be-
tween the countries of the
USA and Pakistan.

She comes from an edu-
cated past—her research
and publications have in-
cluded editing a book entitled
Ambassadors of Peace: Ex-
periences of Pakistani and
U.S. Exchange Scholars.
Her specialty is teaching En-
glish as a second language.

Her six-week stay in Per-
son County was spent mostly
trying to reach the “younger
generation” by speaking with
students of Piedmont Com-
munity College.

She is devoted to spread-

New Lion from the Middle East
By Shawn O’Hara

District 31-G
ing the message of peace,
love, and harmony amongst
the nations of the world.

Bhatti spoke to our coun-
cil and answered questions
from our members. Later, she
was asked to join the Lions
and without hesitation, she
said, yes.

Her home country has Li-
ons clubs and she knows of
a local club just a few blocks
from her house—so joining
the Lions was not just an
American experience, but
also one of a multi-national
experience.

Bhatti was presented a
blue shawl with both the Li-
ons emblem and one of an
eagle—Shaheena means
eagle in English. She was
pleased with her gift.

I became her sponsoring
Lion mainly because I drove
her to our meetings from be-
ing a guest speaker to when
she became a full member.

Bhatti is truly a remark-
able and intelligent person. I
am very thankful that I had
the chance to meet her and I
sincerely hope that her short
time here in Person County
was one that she and our
council will remem ber.n

COTTAGE OPERATING COSTS
        ANNUAL     MONTHLY
ITEM OF EXPENSE       Per COTTAGE Per COTTAGE                    Per CHILD
 Parental Staff & Benefits
 Maintenance & Repairs  
 Electricity, Water & Sewer
 Garbage, LP Gas, Other
 Food Purchases
 Medical & Doctor Fees
 Cleaning & General Supplies
 Clothing & Shoes  
 Haircuts, Make-Up & Laundry
 Activities & Transportation
 Insurance (Liability & Vehicle)  
 TOTAL

* Annual average cottages open = 7               * Annual average residents per cottage = 8.35

Gail Byerly of District 31-A the Barnardsville Lions Club was honored
with a Melvin Jones Fellowship at the District 31-A Fall Convention
held in Asheville. International Director Harold Ott made the
presentation on behalf of District Governor Mike Covell (in the
background). Byerly is responsible for the hospitality room at each fall
convention. (Gwen White photo)

Debbie Hicks of the Etowah Lions Club was surprised with an
International Commendation of Service Certificate which is the fourth
highest award presented by Lions International. Hicks is usually found
behind the camera, taking pictures and giving everyone else publicity.
This time the camera was turned on her. She received the certificate,
signed by International President Al Brandel, from International
Director Harold Ott. The presentation was made at the District 31-A
Fall Convention in Asheville. Hicks was recommended by District
Governor Mike Covell. (Gwen White photo)

Volunteers at the NC Lions VIP Fishing Tournament from the Lake
Gaston Lions Club presented Rich Davis, center, with five T-shirts for
him and his cooks at Camp Dogwood. They were paid for by the guys
volunteering. From left are: Major Hatchell, RK Carroll, Gene Eppes,
Don Henry, Davis, Roger Silcox, Ron Boone, Tim Stone, Phil Avis and
Ed Lutey. Not pictured is Dan Vann. The logo on the shirt is a chef with
wording Camp Dogwood we serve in an arc around the logo.

The Lions International
Youth Exchange pro-
gram offers a unique

opportunity for young people
in our state to travel abroad
and experience another cul-
ture.

Lions are asked to en-
courage young people, ages
15-21, to take advantage of
this opportunity. Talk Youth
Exchange up with your chil-
dren and grandchildren, or
with young people at your
church or in your neighbor-
hood.

The holiday season is an
excellent time to introduce
and promote the idea of
Youth Exchange.

District Youth Exchange
chairs are available for club
programs or to help qualify
Youth Exchange partici-
pants. Our goal is to have
two outgoing Youth Ex-
change participants from
each district this year.

Let’s share this wonder-
ful opportunity.n

Send teens
abroad for
exchange

By Rhett White
Youth Exchange

Making sense of dollars and cents at Boys/Girls Home
By: Thomas Huggins,

BGH VP Finance

A t Boys and Girls
Homes, we take mat-
ters of finance very

seriously, especially when it
comes to the care of our chil-
dren. Our cottages are struc-
tured and nurtured the same

as any typical American fam-
ily home.

We provide the same
comforts and needs to our
children by offering food,
clothing and shelter. We fur-
nish parental support and en-
couragement to each child to
help him/her grow spiritually,

emotionally and academi-
cally. We consider each child
our own.

This table provides a
down of how much we spend
annually to maintain a typi-
cal cottage for children and
how that cost relates to each
child we serve.

$711
136
146
146
221

5
144

25
7

53
121

$1,716

$5,935
1,135
1,222
1,221
1,841

41
1,202

210
62

442
1,011

$14,321

$71,223
13,615
14,664
14,651
22,103

486
14,419

2,515
740

5,302
12,133

$171,851
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Lions Raul Farroch, Marisa Castro, Hugo
Castro and Cesar Perez Sanchez are excited
about the SouthPark Lions Club twinning
with the Los Chorros Club. Photo at right:
SouthPark Club President David Shimberg
and Lost Chorros PDG Tito Zavarce signed
the formal partnership agreement. (Photos
courtesy of PDG Jim Sasser)

Carolyn Dunning of the First Flight Lions Club was honored by the NC Lions VIP Fishing
Tournament with a William L. Woolard Partner-in-Service award for her behind-the-
scenes work year-round with the fishing tournament. Jimmie Williams, president of the
VIP Fishing Tournament made the presentation at the volunteers appreciation banquet.
(Gwen White photo)

By Blair Currie
Edenton Lions

Edenton Lions treasurer Bill
Hicks,  recently co-opted to the Sal-
vation Army advisory board in Eliza-
beth City, immediately and willingly,
assumed a new role as co-ordinator
of the “Army’s” Chowan county an-
nual Christmas fundraising drive.

Hicks had an innovative approach
with his scheduling program in re-
cruiting volunteers, and had all spots

Need knows no season;
Lions know the needs

White Cane reports show that we
are slightly ahead of last year in all
major giving areas. We need to keep
up the good work.

As of December 30, Multiple Dis-
trict 31 has contributed $270,840,
approximately $7,800 more than was
contributed during the same period
last year.

I know that many clubs have not
sent in any money yet and I encour-
age them to send in any that they
have raised and may be holding in
their treasure to help with the NC Li-
ons Foundation’ s cash flow.

We need all the money we can
raise because people will be experi-
encing more difficult times in this
economy. We want to be in a posi-
tion to meet the needs.

Lions clubs urged to send money
By Mike Flora

Humanitarian White Cane

Charlotte Lions Twin With
South American Club

First Flight Lion Honored For Volunteer Work

filled in short order to help with the
“bell ringing”.

In the difficult times we are expe-
riencing, the Lions were elated to
know that this year’s efforts had been
rewarded with a figure surpassing
that of last year.

The Edenton Lions are grateful
to the volunteers who responded to
the “bell ringing” appeal, and also to
the community for a heart-warming
response to help and benefit those
in need.

Humanitarian/White Cane
Contributions

District 31-A

District 31-B

District 31-D

District 31-E

District 31-F

District 31-G

District 31-H

District 31-J

Statewide Total

$32,122

$37,037

$33,436

$42,322

$30,170

$38,247

$30,232

$27,272

$270,840

The Washington Blind Center in
Beaufort County serves the visually
impaired in Northeastern North
Carolina. Lions serve on the center’s
board of directors.

Paula Tquelao  is the new director
of the center. She was introduced to
the Lions in District 31-J at a recent
cabinet meeting.

Tquelao invited the public to stop
by and visit and see the handicrafts
that the visually impaired persons
make and sell and watch them
interact and smile.

n

n

nPaula Tquelao

New Director hired
for the Washington
Blind Center

From Staff Reports
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district governors and vice
district governors who
showed up for the event.

I visited about one-half of
the clubs in District 31J. I
thank them for the wonderful
reception to me and my wife.
This is the highlight of any one
for being  a governor.

Membership is still a high
priority among each of the
clubs. We had a growth of
about 13 new members in
District 31-J so far. I am opti-
mistic that the final count will
be decent by the end of June
of 2009.

I presented Past District
Governor Mack Jones  of
Ahoskie Lions Club two ap-
preciation medals from the
PDG Bud Miller .

I also attended two fund-
raising events conducted by
the  Plymouth and the Bath
Lions  Clubs. Both deserve
special recognition.

Plymouth had a talent
show by local artists. It was a
great, relaxing evening. Bath
Lions had their fund raising
event by conducting Bingo.
The hall was full and exciting.

Our preparation for the
mid-winter convention is in
good progress. PDG Carlton
Metts and his wife, Anne,  laid
out all the details. The event
will take place Jan. 9-10, 2009
in New Bern. I urge all Lions
to register early. It is going to
be fun.

Several clubs in our dis-
trict received awards from the
Past International President
Mahendra Amarasuriya  for
promoting the theme “Chal-
lenge to Change”. I congratu-
late all of them.

On a personal note, my
daughter, Nisha gave birth to
a  baby girl, Sona Elyse
Manickam, on  Nov. 6 and
thus now my wife and I moved
up to grandparents.

The vision van went to
Roanoke Rapids, sponsored
by the Davie Lions  Club re-
cently. We screened 83
people from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m. Some of those people
screened never had an eye
examination before.n

ALEX..continued from Pg. 7

What is your club do-
ing about two of our prob-
lems - decreasing mem-
bership and decreasing
gifts to White Cane?

Are you or your club
actively engaged in trying
to grow your club’s mem-
bership? Has your mem-
bership chair talked to the
club about ways to grow
the club?

To get new members,
share the news about our
efforts with the blind and
visually impaired. Get
revved up! These Lions’
initiatives are not secrets
and should- n’t be treated
as such. Everyone should
be involved in the mem-
bership drive.

And by the way, have
you noticed that we are all
working hard for White
Cane contributions? Few
people will ask you what
they can do to become a
Lion. The initiative is ours!
How will our programs be
successful for our visually
impaired firends if we
don’t work and make them
successful?

So, get our of your
easy chair and find us
some new members and
some much needed con-
tributions to White Cane.
If we don’t do it, it won’t
get done. You can count it
it!n

The Marjorie McCune
Memorial Center, is a
lovely, bustling, suc-

cessful, assisted living cen-
ter nestled in the beautiful
valley of Black Mountain and
is owned and oper-
ated by the Lions of
Western North Caro-
lina.

The Center is
home for 64 elderly,
blind and veterans.
Residents either pay
the full monthly rate
of $1,975 for a
shared room or have
qualified for Medic-
aid insurance; which
pays any additional
costs beyond what
the resident receives
from Social Security.
The Center remains
full most of the time.

The Lions are
actively involved in
the Center’s success
in different ways.
The board of direc-
tors consists exclu-
sively of members of
Lions clubs from
within District 31-A.
The board is com-
prised of two mem-
bers –at- Large from
each zone, the elective offic-
ers and immediate past presi-
dent.

The major project of the
WNC Lions is the operation
of the Center and an eye
screening program. The
board meets monthly to dis-
cuss these projects.

The Lions have held suc-
cessful auctions to provide
for extra needs. The current
project is an updated, more
efficient call-bell system.
These needs are met through
the generosity of Lions with
their time and/or their money.

Examples of this kind-
ness are visible throughout
the Center. Lion Joe Silvers
donated a new Chevy Up-
lander, Lion Ed and Ethel
West donated a gently used
Buick Park Avenue, Lion
Marcia  and the late Houston
Henderson  donated new fur-

niture for the administrator’s
office and the resident’s
lounge. The Sand Hill Lions
built a walking path.

Many monetary and ser-
vice donations have come
from the Etowah Lions Club.
Hundreds of hours have been
donated by VDG Marti Hill,

West, Lion Joe Penland , Lion
Jerry Cox , DC Cantrell  and
many, many more.

The Lions had a volunteer
day to mulch fallen tree limbs,
twigs and to plant fall flowers.
This is led by Lion Martha
Butler and has astounding
turnout of more than 20 Lions
each time it is organized. This
teamwork provides a higher
quality of living than we could
ever provide otherwise. It has
also earned us the reputation
of being one of the best as-
sisted livings in WNC.

The Lions continue to ex-
pand their services. We have
just remodeled nine duplexes
in the McCune community.
They have all new windows,
tubs, stools, sinks, exterior
doors; carpeting, ceiling fans,
paint, etc… and they are
beautiful. Unlike anything
else, they are financed for the

middle income tenant.
The low income residents

have insurances and pro-
grams that help them, and the
wealthy can pay for whatever
they want, but the middle in-
come seem to fall through the
cracks. This is a creative and
needed service that will make

a big difference for
many people.

Another exciting
and  unique feature
is that there is a 34-
member Lion’s club
within the Center.
The McCune Lions
Club consists of resi-
dents and staff.

This club does a
lot of good. We have
helped pay utility
bills, refinished a
home for a single
mom with three dis-
abled children,
bought vests for Li-
ons who couldn’t af-
ford them, bought
Christmas gifts for
children and main-
tained our club in
good standing with
International.

The Center is
such a novelty. It’s a
source of help and
service to hundreds
of people through the
years and a perfect

example of Lionism.
To see the history of the

Center look at our website:
www.mccunecenter.org.n

A blind social worker had a dream
The McCune Center Story continues...

By Frances Coates
31-A Public Information and

Education

Gary Elliott, left, District 31-J
Boys and Girls Home
chairperson received an
appreciation award for
outstanding work from Dist- rict
Governor Alex Thannikkary.
Elliott is a former resident of the
children’s home. (Gwen White
photo)

Members
Challenge

By Jerry Day
31-G District Governor

Frances Coates, McCune Center
administrator, received a Jack
Stickley Fellowship at the District
31-A Fall Convention. It was
presented by NC Lions Foundation
President Jim Walker.



COVELL...cont’d from Page 6

GILGO...cont’d from Page 6

because most news outlets
need to be informed of where
news is being made. Another
way to advertise what Lions
do is to wear some distinctive
Lions apparel: shirt, vest, or
pin, when providing commu-
nity service.  As modest as we
are in selflessly serving oth-
ers, we can achieve more if
we let our community know
what we do. It takes work, but
the rewards are many.

Leadership --  Based on
the number of activities the
clubs is conducting, it is clear
that the leadership in the ma-
jority of the clubs are perform-
ing as expected. Each club
has its own personality and
pace of accomplishment.

And the measure of lead-
ership is in the metrics used.
Goals are established at the
international, state, district,
and club level to promote
what we do. How well we suc-
ceed in meeting those goals
largely determines your suc-
cess as a leader.

It is too early in the Lions
year to pass judgment on
those we have chosen as our
leaders, but they all know
what the expectations are.
My message, don’t let your
fellow Lions down.

If we place equal empha-
sis on these four legs of the
Lions stool, we will accom-
plish much and grow as an or-
ganization by providing
miracles through service.n

for the VIPs in Rutherford
County. The Sand Hills Li-
ons  started a project to de-
velop a walking trail for the
residents of the McCune Cen-
ter. Other clubs in the district
volunteered to help with this
effort with sweat equity and
financial support.

And from an international
perspective, the Henderson-
ville Lions Club twinned with
the Chisinau V iliumas 2003
Lions Club, Moldova , for in-
ternational cooperation. Thro-
ugh teamwork, community
service can be expanded and
fellowship among Lions
strengthened.

Advocacy -- With a few
notable exceptions, our clubs
are not promoting what they
are doing through the main
stream media. Telling others
what you are doing through
the Lion Advocate  or district
newsletter is not getting the
word out beyond the sphere
of the Lions community.

It may be worthwhile to
stimulate other Lions clubs to
perform similar activities, but
it does little to inform the com-
munity in which the services
were provided.

We should take pride in
the services we provide and
shout it out to the community
we serve through the media
that these citizens read and
hear. It takes a concerted ef-
fort to get this message out

His spouse, Lion Marjorie
(Marge) Davis will, also, be
with us. We hope to have
Lions International 2nd Vice
President Sid Scruggs  and
Lion Judy .

When the 31-D Mid-
Winter Convention rolls
around, the district governor
will have visited all but four
of the clubs in the district.
All the clubs have been cor-
dial, hospitable and ac-
cepted the governor with
respect. Thus far I have had
the most enjoyable, and
best, year as a Lion.n

blind are now given a GPS
system that they use to find
where they are and what is
around them. It is amazing
what technology can do.

VDG Theresa Matt-
hews , 2nd Vice District Gov-
ernor Gary  Steele and I have
been  busy since we were in-
stalled. So far we have vis-
ited 28 clubs, went to the
USA/Canada Forum in
Saskatoon, Saskatchawan,
Canada, and to the VIP Fish-
ing Tournament on the Outer
Banks.

All of this has been great
along with visiting the clubs
and meeting the “everyday
heroes” who do all the work
as well as having fun at the
meetings. Mecklenburg and
Gaston counties coming  into
our district have provided a
new source of leadership that

safely back to his pier. He is
a true example of what the
mind can see and believe can
be achieved.

I am very excited to an-
nounce the formation of a
club in Charlotte. The  Provi-
dence Lions Club has held
its first organizational meet-
ing  and has elected their of-
ficers. PDG Hunter Garbee
will serve as president. Their
charter night was Dec. 12.
Congratulations to Garbee
and all who worked so hard
to achieve this milestone.

Congratulations also to
the Welcome Lions  Club for
50 wonderful  years of ser-
vice to their community. The
celebration was held Oct. 18
at Center United Methodist
Church in Welcome. Club
President Sheila Slaydon
hosted the event.  PDG Allan
Thomp son  introduced PID

MCADAMS...cont’d from Pg. 6

Frances Jordan with the Rocky Hock Lions and District 31-J Peace
Poster contest chairman, left, observe as judges of the Peace Poster
Contest do their job. PDG Mike Flora of Rocky Mount Evening Lions
and Zone Chairman Helen Wiegel of First Flight Lions judge the
district contest. The district winner will compete in the state contest
with that winner going to the international judging. (Gwen White
photo)

is a great benefit.
We are trying to form a

Lion’s Council in those two
counties. The council will help
the clubs work together with
fund-raising projects,  and will
take some of the financial
burden off individual clubs.

At  the Forum we met with
International Director Larry
Johnson and his wife Rach-
el.  He will speak at our mid-
winter convention which will
be held Jan. 23-24 in
Salisbury at the Holiday Inn
on Jake Alexander Blvd. I
hope many of you are plan-
ning to attend because you
are in for a real treat.

Our theme this year is
“Our Cruise Set Sail!” We are
going to have a Friday night
luau so wear your Hawaiian
shirts. Second International
Vice President Sid Scruggs
and his wife Judy  will be

there for the Friday night
party.

The VIP Fishing Tourna-
ment was once again at-
tended by VIPS from across
the state. Gwen White  did
a great job organizing the
events, which included the
use of four piers and two
boats. The Manteo Lions
Club, along with other clubs
in the area, put many man
hours into this event.

It also took many Lions
from all over the state to
help set up the gymnasium
and serve the VIPS. The
theme was patriotic and ev-
eryone looked great in their
red, white and blue.

The featured speaker
was a blind man from
Canada  who with the help
of technology, built a boat
that is designed to take him
out to sea and bring him

Santa entertains the VIPs at a
Christmas party sponsored by local
Lions in the Raleigh area.

ing clubs, to share meetings
and discuss ideas. Who
knows where that will lead,
but I promise the potential
payoffs far exceed the efforts
to reach out to each other.
Maybe there’s even another
VIP Tournament order-of-
magnitude event right here in
North Carolina just waiting to
be discovered. Wouldn’t that
be nice? It all begins with talk-
ing with each other!n

MARTIN... contd. from Pg. 7

The district as a whole is
steadily gaining new mem-
bers, trying to meet our stated
goal of plus-20 at year end.

The district had a great
turnout at the VIP Fishing
Tournament. We had two
buses and many volunteers
who enjoyed the weather and
the fishing at the Outer
Banks.

A sincere thank you for
everyone involved in this wor-
thy project.n

MERTZ...cont’d from Page 6

The 9-year old grandson of PDG
Allen Deaton of District 31-B
entertained the group during the
Friday night fun night of the fall
convention. (Gwen White photo)

Lacy Presnell  as the fea-
tured speaker of the evening.

With the formation of the
Providence club and clubs in-
ducting new members, I hope
this is the start of a member-
ship growth. My thanks to you
“Everyday Heroes” and keep
up the good work.n

9-year old violinist
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SISTERS...continued from Pg. 14
hat who was sharing his time
between the two sisters.

On the opposite side of
the pier was another sister,
the youngest of the three,
Hallie Smith,  77. She was
not having as much luck as
the other two siblings. “I
should move to where my
sisters are fishing if I want to
catch one,” she said.

“Oh no,” Lawrence quip-
ped. Negotiations by family
members to move Smith to
a spot closer to her sisters
were unsuccessful. “Well,
maybe you can get him to
come down here and help
me,” Smith said.

The three sisters are vi-
sually impaired and were
representing a small contin-
gent of VIPs from Bertie
County, which is located in
eastern North Carolina. They
had heard about the VIP
Fishing Tournament from the
local Department of Social
Services and eventually de-
cided they wanted to attend.

“It took a lot of talking,
but we convinced them to
come and they all have had
a great time,” said Nancy
Kerns,  Mizell’s daughter.

All three have fished be-
fore, but never in a competi-
tion against each other.

There is a playful rivalry
among the three sisters, but
in truth none of them wanted
to share Oliver. “He’s defi-
nitely making them feel
young because he’s being
sweet and paying a lot of at-
tention to them,” Kerns said.

The sisters caught their
fair share, but it was not
enough to win.

Tournament organizers
said more than 500 VIPs and
volunteers took part in the
event on October 13-15.

“It was another success-
ful year with everyone hav-
ing a good time,” said
Jimmie W illiams , president
of the non-profit tournament
committee that organizes the
event. Representative from
the Lions clubs in District
31-J serve on its board.

“We couldn’t have put on
an event this size without the
support of the Lions, espe-
cially all of the volunteers
who have given their time to
drive to the Outer Banks to

help the VIPs,” Williams said.
It takes hundreds of vol-

unteers to work on fishing
day. The tournament uses
four piers: Kitty Hawk, Avalon,
Nags Head, and Outer
Banks, and two head boats:
Miss Oregon Inlet and the
Crystal Dawn. Boats take the
VIPs out a couple of miles in
the Atlantic where they drop
lines.

“We help whereever we
can and are needed,” said
Joanie Covell , a member of
the Hendersonville Lions
Club and wife of Governor
Mike Covell  of District 31-
A. She volunteered to help
cut up hundreds of squirming
bloodworms for bait.

Other volunteers carried
the bait to the VIPs, or deliv-
ered fishing poles, weighed
and recorded catches, or
were responsible for taking
food to hungry participants.
Still more kept watch on fish-
ermen – ready to help those
who needed help baiting
hooks, casting lines or haul-
ing in their catch.

Williams noted that doz-
ens of students from Manteo
High School in Dare County
also volunteered.

Mary Alice Hughes , a
62-year-old from Davidson
County, was assigned to the
Nags Head pier where the
students worked. “The young
people were very helpful and
I really enjoyed having them
around,” she said. The Thom-
asville resident caught 5.8
pounds of fish; enough to
claim a first place trophy.

Governor Gordon Mc-
Adams of District 31-E , said
serving as a volunteer at the
VIP Fishing Tournament has
meant a lot to him. “If every
Lion across North Carolina
would attend the tournament,
we would not have to worry
about membership because
they would know what it
means to be a Lion and what
we are all about,” he said.

“The love and thanks we
receive from the VIPs gives
you a warm feeling in your
heart beyond words. We vol-
unteers get back far more
that we give. Once you at-
tend, you can’t wait to go back
the next year,” McAdams
said.n

Allen Aldridge , board
treasurer and official
tournament record-

keeper, noted that more than
76 percent of 331 participants
caught at least one fish this
year.

The VIPs
caught 437
pounds of
fish, 93
pounds more
than was
caught in
2007. Ex-
tremely hot
weather last

year forced fishing day to be
cut short for the safety of the
participants.

Trophies, bearing a fish
on top, were awarded to the
top three fishermen on each
of the piers and head boats.
Group winners were also
awarded trophies in the top
three spots.

David Furlough , a 43-
year-old partially sighted par-
ticipant from Columbia, was
assigned to fish on Avalon
pier. He was having a lot of
fortune on fishing day, his fifth
year taking part in the tour-
nament.

“I’ve been real lucky to-
day,” he said. “I found the
right spot to stand where all
the fish are biting.”

The Tyrrell County resi-
dent hauled in 6.6 pounds of
fish, enough to claim first
place on his pier. “I’ve had a
great time and I cannot thank
the Lions enough for putting
on this tournament. It has
meant a lot to me,” he said.

Joyce Manning , a sec-
ond-year participant from
Stantonsburg, caught 6.2
pounds of fish on the Kitty
Hawk pier, and claimed a first
place trophy. “I can’t believe
that I won,” she said as Will-
iams gave her a trophy.

“Thank you, thank you,
and thank you. I want to thank
all of the Lions for making this
happen,” she said.

Manning, who was repre-
senting Wayne County, also
won the Bill Reynolds Trophy
for catching the heaviest fish

in the tournament - a 1.6
pound Red Drum. “I’m so ex-
cited because I didn’t think
that I was going to win,” she
said.

One of the youngest
VIPs to participate was 13-
year-old Chan Brock  of
Linwood. A first-year partici-
pant, the partially-sighted
Davidson County boy fished
on the Miss Oregon Inlet.

Brock received a second
place trophy with a total catch
of 2 pounds. “I had a lot of
fun but I wished I had caught
more,” he said. “I hope to
come back next year and do
better.”

Along with fishing, the
tournament gives the VIPs
an opportunity to hear from
motivational speakers, ask
questions of doctors and en-
joy fellowship with other vi-
sually impaired people from
throughout North Carolina.

Organizers and district
Lions clubs spend the entire

Three volunteers work at baiting hooks after they untangle some lines.

Top Fishermen Receive Awards

Michael
Schwartz

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor

year planning and raising the
money needed to put on the
tournament.

This year, the tourna-
ment received donations and
grants that allowed them to
buy 600 new fishing rods. A
new storage building was
donated by the First Flight
Lions Club  in Kill Devil Hills
to store the equipment.

Lions can adopt fisher-
men and the North Carolina
Lions Foundation  provides
financial support to help off-
set operational costs. Most
of the food the VIPs and vol-
unteers eat is prepared by lo-
cal Lions. PDG Joe Silvers
and District 31-A  donate or
get much of the food and
supplies donated.

“Thank you, Lions,” a
VIP said as she climbed
aboard her bus after the ban-
quet that honored the win-
ners had ended, signaling
the close of another tourna-
ment. “See you next year.”n

Right: Joey’s Pancakes
House in Maggie Valley,
NC, donated the eggs and
sausage for the tourna-
ment. Here manager Shir-
ley Pinto accepts VIP sweat
shirts for herself and
Brenda O’Keefe, owner,
from VIP Vice President
Bob Walton, left,  and VIP
executive director Gwen
White, right.



Memorials and Honorariums
“Lest we forget...They served”

 In Honor Of                 Given By

 In Honor Of                 Given By  In Memory Of                   Given By

Please see MEMORIALS on Page 26

E. Howard Stalling South Iredell Lions
Annette Lynch W-S Twin City Host
Sarah S. Mansell W-S Twin City Host
Susan Pepper W-S Twin City Host
Tom Tisdale W-S Twin City Host
Dale King Burgaw Lions Club
Sam James Huntersville Lions
Sid Scruggs District 31-H
Betz Blowe Betz Blowe’s VIP’S
Sherry Johnson Jacksonville New

River Lions Club
James & Rachel Walker Tony/Barbara Randall
Steve & Patti Walker Tony/Barbara Randall
Ron & Sallie Staley Tony/Barbara Randall
John T. Miller III Tony/Barbara Randall
Fred Francis Mocksville Lions Club
Eubie Isenhour Glenn Weddington
John Smith Conover Lions Club
Jerry Mertz Boone Area Lions
Barbara Hill Forest City Lions Club
Jan Phillips New Bern Lions Club
Jim Cranford Unionville Lions Club
Julie Jones Team Cornelius-Lake Norman
Terry Dewese Huntersville Lions
Sandra Clark Lake Lure Lions Club
Jeff Fitzgerald Lake Lure Lions Club
Mike Reid Mary Hemphill Service
Ted Rhudy Mary Hemphill Service
Tonya Shire Mary Hemphill Service
Herb Taylor Mary Hemphill Service
Barbara & Tony Randall Mary Hemphill Service
Mr/Mrs Alex Thannikkary Rocky Hock Lions
Leesa Earley Forest City Lions Club
Jerry Mertz West Jefferson Lions
David Shimberg Huntersville Lions
Bob/Elaine Shook Tony/Barbara Randall
Carolyn Noell Davidson Lions Club
Kathy Rayle Terry & Lesa Lewis
Vernon Morton Sr. Terry & Lesa Lewis
Braxton Troublefield Gold Hill Lions Club
Jerri Haigler Cornelius-Lake Norman
Clark Lamb Forest City Lions Club
Gary Steele Franklin-Ellis Lions
Homer Styons River City Lions Club
Frances Coates Lake Lure Lions Club
Marti Hill Lake Lure Lions Club
David M. Bixler Lake Lure Lions Club
Barb Samartino Davidson Lions Club
Paula McRorie Davidson Lions Club
Jean Schipke Rocky Hock Lions
Clay & Roney Rodgers Lou Creel
Jim Harriman Johnny R. Parker
Carlton Weeks Goldsboro Downtown
Nancy Ross Yokley Arthur S. Ross
Tucker Mitchell Huntersville Lions
Randy Omlor Lake Lure Lions Club
Dr. Scott Wilkins Susan Strickland
Bob Wyrick Pleasant Garden Lions
Paul Gilgo Mocksville Lions Club

Mike Patton Mocksville Lions Club
Gary Swinkey Conover Lions Club
Forest Hardin Forest City Lions Club
DG Jerry Mertz Riverview Lions Club
Dr. Carol Aycoth Zone 3 District 31-E
Bill Boatwright Rutherford College
Tony & Barbara Randall Bob & Elaine Shook
Dr. Charles Eldridge W-S Twin City Host
Mike Reece Unionville Lions Club
Gary Steele Unionville Lions Club
Dan Hawkins Family Davidson River Lions
DG Alex Thannikkary Dave & Martha Butler,
Jack Hill Pilot Lions Club
Tim & Kim Anderson Conover Lions Club
F. Eugene Davis Eddie, Jerri,William

Haigler
Donna Black Pleasant Garden Lions
Dr. Sarah Merrison Forest City Lions Club
Sgt. Tom Seifert Huntersville Lions Club
H. Gordon McAdams Cornelius-Lake Norman
Gary Steele Cornelius-Lake Norman

Tim Brown Cornelius-Lake Norman
Karen Schroeder Cornelius-Lake Norman
Jerry Hinson Melvin & Doris Outen
Barbara Mulkey Melvin & Doris Outen
Hazel Sparks Garrison Lexington Downtown

Lions Club
James Carawan Twin Rivers Lions Club
Betty B. Yuhas Dana/Mary Ruth Rucker
Thomas Ira Bean Joan and Jack Briggs
Mrs. Retha Kirby Jackson Park Lions
Donald Schwartz Brad/Barbara Logsdon
Robert “Bob” Maxwell Lower Currituck Lions
Leslie Earl Miller, Jr.” Victor T. Jones, Jr.
Robert “Bob” Maxwell Luther Creel
Betty Yuhas Phillip/Claudette Kaveler
Sid Wheatley Benton Heights Lions
James Hampton Davidson River Lions
Ed Strickland Lib Strickland Family
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. John Cutchin, PA
Beatrice Bowers James & Carolyn Goff
James/Virginia Stedman James & Carolyn Goff
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. William Waddell
Alan Robbins Dobson Lions Club

 In Memory Of                   Given By
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Kenneth Nordin Dobson Lions Club
Barbara Hipps Pisgah Forest Lions
Lewis E Waddell, Sr.” Loyd Mullinax
Lewis E Waddell, Sr.” DanPaula Timmerman
Everett S.Stainback Jr. Roanoke Rapids Lions
Tommy Thompson Brooks & Jane Barnhardt
Lewis Waddell Jerry Austin
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. Dr./Ms Myron Goodman
Kevin Viverette Selma Davis
Dr. Ray Pruette Mr/Ms Neal Alexander
Jasper Culbreth Rufe/Shirley Livingston
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. Pamela S. Annas
Barbara Wylie Denton Lions Club
Pete Gallimore Denton Lions Club

Arthur Kinsey Ruth M. Hall
Arthur Kinsey David/Judy Stoeckert
Tressie Hughes Bunch Walston, Glenn

& Edna Bunch
Jasper M. Culbreth Brad/Barbara Logsdon
Wesley Chesson District 31-J
Charles N. White Mary Marshbanks
Charles N. White Ronnie/Brenda Oehler
Dr. Ray Pruette Charles/Virginia Smith
Jasper Culbreth Charles/Virginia Smith
Arthur Kinsey Twin Rivers Lions
ConnieHoward MatthewsJohn & Laura Aulgur
Jackson B. Lusk Luther Creel
C Ray Pruett Jerry & Geneva Austin
Annie Allison Odell Lions Club
Fred Styron Oscar “Doc” Evans
Connie Matthews David/Linda Lambeth
Eugene Benarick Joe/Matilda Marchese
Barbara Jo Buckley Salisbury Lions Club
William McClaude GallopFirst Flight Lions
Bob Nelon Lou Creel
Charles Royster Seaboard Lions Club
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. Archibald C./Frances

F. Rufty Foundation
O. D. Shoe Johnny R. Parker
Jeane Perry Gold Band Sunday

School Class
Paul Raney Langley Boyd & Lucille Poe
C. Ray Pruette Jim & Gay Irvin
Lewis E Waddell, Sr. Q S Inman
Robert Nelon Joe/Lubys Shumate
Pamela Smith Wright Boyd & Lucille Poe
Everett Moss Marion Moss Family
Mildred Richardson Herbert & Barbara
McKenzie
Charlotte Lingle Maiden Lions Club
Mildred Richardson Ecclesia Class- R Golds
Charlotte Lingle Glenn Weddington
Ernie Clendenin Pleasant Garden Lions
Hoyie M. Cox Boyd & Lucille Poe
Mildred Richardson Bob & Elaine Shook
Barbara Miles Wayne Faber
Wade Johnson Lexington Downtown
Thelma W. Hines Reidsville Lions Club
Sanford O. Hinkle, Jr. W-S Twin City Host
Ed Evans District 31-J
Bob Maxwell Tim & Kitty Land
Dr. C. Ray Pruette J. C. Shuart
John Calloway J. C. Shuart
John Edward Ashe Davidson River Lions
John Overton Fred & Helen Plummer
Wade W. Johnson V.F.W. Post 3074

Editor Gwen White
252-796-4966

Writers Wanted
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The Public Informa
tion and Education
Committee has long

had the responsibility of
making recommendations
to the North Carolina Li-
ons Foundation  concern-
ing the quarterly newspa-
per.

When I started this
year as chairperson, I re-
ported that it was my in-
tention to recommend
chang- es in the publica-
tion to make it look more
professional.

I made two proposals
and one we will make and
the other is not possible
this year because the
costs exceed the budget.

The board was recep-
tive to naming the publica-
tion and accepted the
name and masthead you
find in this publication.

The name of the
newspaper is “The Lion
Advocate .” This name
was recommended be-
cause the Lions are advo-
cates for the blind and vi-
sually impaired. We
looked at several names

Please see MEMORIALS on Page 27Wanted?

Lion Dave Butler
688 South Country Club Rd.

Brevard, NC 28712
828-883-8825

Lion Joe Shumate
85 Farm House Road
Roxboro, NC 27574

Lion Lou Cr eel
206 Riverview Avenue

Camden, NC 27921

Proceeds go to North Carolina Lions Foundation
Clinical Eye Research Projects
There are no administration costs!!

Without Clinical Eye Research, many of us would be blind today or face
a life of blindness in the future!

Clean out dresser drawers, closets, basements and the attic. Clean off old hats,

Lions Pins and Other Lion Items
International, State, District, Club, Personal, etc.

Plastic Metal  Old and New
Nancy Routh Jim Maxwell
Nancy Routh Betsy Humphries
Iva Bame Gastonia Noon Lions
Stiles Ellyson Buies Creek Lions Club
William H. (Bill) Randall James & Carolyn Goff
Jerry Arnold Lou Creel
Frances McElrath Ed & Ethel West
Frances McElrath Bill & Frances Rucker
Frances McElrath Black Mountain Lions
Mike McGee Pisgah Forest Lions Club
Martha Whitmire Pisgah Forest Lions Club
Ernestine S. Norris Jim Chandler
Paul Caruso Melvin & Doris Outen
Myron Funkerburk Melvin & Doris Outen
Rev. Vance Edwards Melvin & Doris Outen
Alphonse Bianco Jimmy & Judy Butler
Clyde H. Rummage Gold Hill Lions Club

While we are running
somewhat behind
where we were last

year at this time, we remain
optimistic that we are going
to have a very good year with
our Memorials and Honorari-
ums’ program.

The members of our
committee are committed to

making this an
important part of
our fund raising
efforts.

There are
several ways
you can help.

 First, use
the program-
making gifts and

memorials to the NC Lions
Foundation to honor a
friend or loved one.

Secondly, encourage
each club in the state to
make at least one hono-
rarium to honor a member or
guest speaker.

Thirdly, make a donation
of $50 to the Christmas card
project supported by the
Council of Governors.

And lastly, continue to
promote, advocate for and
support the project through-
out your district. The VIPs we
serve will benefit from the
extra money we raise.n

Bob
Shook

Memorials/
honorariums

By Bob Shook
Memorials/Honorariums

for the newspaper and de-
cided that the Advocate
sounded professional and
represented what we Lions
do.

We eliminated the Lion
that was displayed on the
newspaper and instead
are using the NCLF logo.

We wanted to go to a
whiter, brighter paper that
would be easier to read,
but found the cost to be
more than could be ab-
sorbed in this year’s cur-
rent budget.

In a time when the
Foundation is looking to-
ward attracting more out-
side use of our facilities
and seeking more corpo-
rate contributions to sup-
port our programs, these
proposed changes will
make our newspaper look
sharper and more busi-
ness-like.

Hopefully the design
will not be confused with a
newsletter anymore.

We welcome ready
imput. If you have sugges-
tions please call the editor
at 252-796-4966 or email
her at Whiteink1@earth-
link.net.n

Past District Governor Chuck
Harris adds a little kick to his putt,
as he gets ready to celebrate when
the ball goes into the hole. The
PDG Golf Tournament in District
31-G  raised more than $6,200 for
the NC Lions Visually Impaired
Person’s Fishing Tournament.

The past district governor’s
association decided to dedicate the
11th annual tournament to Past

International Director Lacy
Presnell this year. Presnell has
been a big supporter of the
tournament for years. Thanks to
those Lions, PDGs and Lions clubs
for volunteering and playing. (Ken
Bucher photo)

Paper makes changes;
gets name and new look

By Michael H. Schwartz
Associate Editor



My family decorated floats, were
active in community development
projects and always had a house full
of laughter and love.

Dad played Santa all over the
county, but he never promised chil-
dren a gift in case a family couldn’t
afford it. He was a volunter fireman
and ironically he died in his home on
Christmas Eve fighting a fire while
waiting for other volunteers to arrive.
He volunteered to the end.

Every holiday our home was filled
with family and if we had friends with-
out a place to go, like military bud-
dies of my brother, they spent the
holidays with us. It’s the same way
today.

We cooked and washed dishes.
Sounds simple. In my early years we
had no running hot water. We heated
water on the stove to wash dishes.
In the country no one had yet gotten
telephones. We never questioned
what it would be with those things.

Now we enjoy these comforts
and conveniences and don’t think
about how it used to be. Until this
year...

Today our family still goes home
to mamas for Thanksgiving where
the family tradition is after lunch the
guys go to the Gum Neck Volunteer
Fire Department for a turkey shoot
and we women and the grandchil-
dren decorate mom’s house for
Christmas. After the turkey shoot it
is football time.

This year Thanksgiving was like
the good old days -- no hot water and
no telephone and a house full of
younguns.

It caused me to really reflect on
my life. To reminisce and to again be
thankful for my parents and the ex-
ample they set of giving of their time.

When I married and left home, it
was less than a year when my hus-
band Rhett,  chartered the Colum-
bia Lions Club, later he chartered
the First Flight Lions  when we
moved to the beach. Thus my con-
nection with Lions began. We have
been volunteering with Lions almost
40 years.

I am convinced that if I’m travel-
ing and need hot water, a phone, a
meal or a bed, I can just call a Lion
and they will be as giving as my par-
ents were.

To complete the circle, my mom,
who will be 82 in April is a new Lion.
She is still giving and practicing what
she preached about giving back to
your community and “tithing your
time.”n

WHITE....continued from Page 2

North Carolina has experienced
a decrease in revenue in 2008, with
a projected loss of nearly $1 million
in income by the end of the state’s
fiscal year in June 2009.

Governor Easley ordered all
state government departments to
trim operating costs by three to five
percent. Additional cuts could be
forthcoming to keep North Carolina
from going deeper in debt.

Budget cuts will affect some pro-
grams offered through the Division
of Services for the Blind, Jackson
said. The division already has stop-
ped travel, purchase of new equip-
ment and supplies and implemented
a hiring freeze in response to Eas-
ley’s order.

Jackson said the Medical Eye
Care Program has been forced to
suspend some services to insure
that existing clients continue to be
provided medical care. They have
temporarily suspended new applica-
tions.

“At the rate we were spending
money on services to consumers our
funds would not last through the
entire year,” Jackson said.

She said increased costs related
to new technology, medical treat-
ments and the fees charged by hos-
pitals and clinics have forced them
to suspend portions of the Medical
Eye Care Program.

Jackson said that a change in
the income scale used to determine
who qualified for the program also

Division director makes cuts

Debbie Jackson, director of the NC Services for the Blind, had to make the hard cuts in
services with the state’s budget crunch. (Ken Bucher photo)

JACKSON....continued from Page 1 changed, and the division saw a dra-
matic increase in the number of
people applying for state assistance.

In 2007, the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly increased the mini-
mum income level in order to qualify
for assistance. The division reported
a threefold increase in the number
of applications.

“What we saw very quickly was
that there was a huge number of
people working but without (health)
insurance to cover eye-related medi-
cal services,” Jackson said.

“In order to ensure that we can
pay for all of the services that have
been approved, we chose to stop
certifying any new applicants or ap-
proving new services,” she said.

Jackson said the division will re-
assess that decision later and hope-
fully can start taking new applications.

The decision to suspend services
in the Medical Eye Care Program had
the North Carolina Lions concerned.

Local club leaders feared a dra-
matic increase in the number of
people requesting eye examinations
and glasses through the association’s
Sight Conservation Program.  In turn,
the NC Lions Foundation  could see
more requests through its Matching
Funds Program.

Executive Director Steve Walker
said that has not happened, yet.

The Foundation has noted a 10.9
percent decrease in matching funds
requests over last year. Walker re-
ported that 1,111 applications for
matching funds had been reported as

of Nov. 30, compared to 1,184 during
the same period in 2007.

The Foundation has spent
$73,864 to meet those requests, com-
pared to $82,889 last year.

The NCLF has budgeted
$208,000 for the Matching Funds Pro-
gram this year, an increase of
$28,000 over the 2007-2008 budget.

Last year, the Foundation’s board
of directors chose to transfer money
into the Matching Funds Program to
meet an increase in requests. Walker
said there are no contingency plans
to do that this year.

The Foundation is experiencing
its own budget woes as projected in-
come in 2008-2009 is expected to be
lower than what is needed to meet
existing financial obligations, forcing
the Foundation to make some bud-
get cuts of its own.

Jackson said DSB and the Lions
have a great working relationship, and
she hoped that the state’s budget
problems will not have an affect on
the Lions.

“We know that the Lions have
served as a great resource in assist-
ing consumers whom we could not
assist. We appreciate your help so
much,” she said

Jackson said she has directed her
staff to use other resources in their
local communities to assist people
turned away from the Medical Eye
Care Program.

“We also know that you cannot
pick up on all of the needs that we
are no longer able to meet. We have
provided our staff with some possible
resources and have encouraged
them to look in their communities for
local resources,” she said.

“On behalf of the DSB staff we
look forward to great progress as we
work together in the future,” she
said.n
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Charlie Brewer, the mate on the Miss Oregon
Inlet headboat, received a plaque of
appreciation from Jimmie Williams,
president of the VIP Fishing Tournament.
The company donates the boat and crew for
the VIPs. (Gwen White photo)
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end, along with regular con-
vention activities, has caus-
ed the convention commit-
tee to eliminate some usual
programs, such as seminars
and individual committee
meetings.

Promotions is the only
scheduled committee meet-
ing. It will be held Friday af-
ternoon.

Because of the added
meetings, the convention will
start Thursday instead of the
usual Friday.

The Council of Gover-
nors will hold a work session
Thursday night and their
regular council meeting Fri-
day afternoon.

The NCLF will hold a
caucus Friday afternoon to
discuss the budget followed
by their regular board of di-
rectors’ meeting Saturday af-
ternoon. The NCLF annual
meeting with election of
Foundation officers will be
held Sunday afternoon. Cer-
tification of delegates will be
Saturday afternoon and Sun-
day morning.

Also, the regular conven-
tion business sessions will

be Saturday and Sunday
mornings.

Even with the tight sched-
ule, Justice said the commit-
tee has planned an exciting
convention with reasonable
prices for attendees.

There will be an Expo
with booths representing vari-
ous service organizations
and products for sale. NCLF
staffers will be selling and ac-
cepting tickets for the Camp
Dogwood raffle. Pin traders
also will have tables display-
ing pins for sale.

A hospitality room will be
open on Friday and Saturday.

The Lions’ annual golf
tournament, a captain’s
choice format, will be held Fri-
day morning at the RGA Golf
Course in Raleigh.

The convention will fea-
ture a German-themed Fun
Night on Friday, complete with
“The Little German Band and
Dancers” providing the enter-
tainment, in honor of our in-
ternational visitor.

On Saturday morning will
be the Tail Twisters Breakfast
and Auction, followed by a
question-and-answer session
featuring Wirfs and 2nd Vice
President Sid L. Scruggs III .

Sid and Judy ScruggsEberhard Wirfs

Special Convention Guests
WIRFS...continued from Page 1

Justice noted that this will
be the first North Carolina
convention to feature two cur-
rent international leaders in
attendance. The Town Hall-
style meeting will be an ex-
cellent opportunity to ask
questions to our leadership
about the programs of our in-
ternational association.

For those not wishing to
attend the Saturday meetings
the committee has planned
two Raleigh-area tours with
transportation provided.

The first tour offered will
be of the historic WRAL Gar-
dens where the azaleas and
other flowering plants will be
in full bloom. The optional
tour is another historic land-
mark, the North Carolina
State Capitol Building, along
with stopping at state muse-
ums. The cost of the tours is
$5 per person.

The District Governors’
Banquet will be held Saturday
night with Wirfs as the key-
note speaker.

Registration for all meals,
excluding the Former District
Governors’ Luncheon, will
cost only $57. Past district
governors planning to attend
their annual luncheon will pay

an additional $17 per per-
son.

Accommodations at the
Hilton will cost $92 per night,
plus taxes. To make a room
reservation call the hotel at
919-872-2323. You should
refer to the group code
“NLC” when talking to the
hotel staff.

A registration form for
convention meals is on the
Lions’ state Web site
www.northcarolinalions.org
or from their respective dis-
trict governors. A complete
convention schedule also
can be found on the North
Carolina Web site.

The deadline for regis-
tering is April 10, while the
deadline to make room res-
ervations is March 15. All
checks should be made out
to the 2009 North Carolina
Lions State Convention.

Justice encourages
clubs and districts to buy an
advertisement in the con-
vention program. Ads cost
between $75 to $1,500. Pur-
chasing a convention ad
helps off-set the cost of hold-
ing the convention. The
deadline for placing an ad-
vertisement is March 22.n

Beth Wood, a deaf woman from Manteo, won $10,000 in the NC Lions
VIP Fishing Tournament’s golf ball drop. Here she receives the check
from Allen Aldridge, left, who bought the ball in her name, and Jimmie
Williams, president of the VIP Fishing Tournament. (Gwen White
photo)

lege and she is living alone.
She feels she really needs
the canine companion for
safety. She had approached
the Lions clubs to see if they
knew of any available help.

Tom Rogers , president
of First Flight Lion s, ap-

proached the club and they
were working to find fund-
raisers to get her to Califor-
nia in March.

In the meantime, Aldridge
bought her a golf ball in the
NC Lions Visually Impaired
Person’s Fishing Tournament
Golf Ball Drop fundraiser.
Golf balls are sold at $25

each and all dropped at once
from a helicopter. The ball that
goes in the hole or is closest
to the hole wins $10,000 cash.

Wood’s ball was the clos-
est to the hole of the more
than 1,000 balls dropped.
Her’s was 96 inches away. But
it was closest enough to walk
away with the cash.

Wood, originally from
Pennsylvania, moved to the
Outer Banks almost 17 years
ago. She became deaf at age
21 when she was in the Ma-
rine Corps.

She came to The College
of The Albemarle as a student
and that is where she first met
Aldridge. He is a mathemat-
ics professor with a real Outer
Banks accent -- really a south-
ern drawl.

“I first thought he was talk-
ing like that, enuciating
clearly, so I could understand
him,” Wood said. She reads
lips really well. “I soon discov-
ered that is how he talks.

“I found him to be unself-
ish as a professor, and as a
co-worker, and this further
proves it,” Wood said. She is

an administrative assistant
for curriculum.

Wood knows about the
fishing tournament having
been a volunteer on the pier
several years ago when the
college used the tournament
as their service project.

Wood was estatic about
winning. Other co-workers

Pilot Chad Jones with First Flight Helicopter Service donates his time
and helicopter to help raise money for the visually impaired. Lion John
Miller is holding the shoot that spits out the golf  balls on the 11th
fiarway of Sea Scape Golf Course which donates their golf course and
puts in a special hole for the drop. (Steve Walker photo)

had misty eyes when she
hugged Aldridge in the
Dean’s office to thank him
for her gift of independence.

“I will use this money to
go get my new canine com-
panion and to fence my yard
so he will have a safe place
to run and play,” she said.n

WOOD...continued from Page 1


